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 Antichiiſt before the ende of the World. 


WHEREIN IS CLEERELY 


£ gar ope out of the : Holy Scriptures , 
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T othe Chriſtian Reader. 

t T hath nener beene any part of my intent, Chriftian Reas 
; YA der , in the writing or publiſhing of this litle Treatiſe , to 
Yeh take on me after the manner of ſome preciſely to finde ont, 
WA and peremptorily to ſet downe the verric yeare wherein 
*Rome or Antichriſt ſhall be deſtroyed,or to name the ver- 
rie Prince or Kingdom , whoſe Kinge ſhall be Generall at the Seiage, 
and ruin of that Babylon ; the worke it ſelfe will both quit me of ſuch 
fond preſumptions , and witneſſe that my aime herein 15 not to get a 
vaine glorious name of knowledge in ſuch mySteries ; nor to fill the 
world with ſtronge deluſions , opinions and expettations of improbable 
alterations; but rather for the honour of Alm:gbtie God (now in theeſe 
wanering and fainting times , wherein mens hearts faile them for 
feare , that the prenailing aducrſaries will ſubdue all to Romiſh obe- 
dience) to winne men to an aſſured confidence in his promiſed nercies 
of delinerance ; and what they can, to ſernue aud waite on his almightie 
power , and prouidence with ſuch ins meanes, as he hath appointed 
thereynto ; eſpetially now when they ſhall ſee it manifeSted by thoſe vn= 
 deniable teftimomnies , the propheſies of holy Scripture, and Hiſtories of 
the Papacie anſwering them , that Romes Ruin muſt necdes be ap- 
proching , aud can not chooſe but fall out within a ſew yeares of this 
preſent: which 1s ſufficient for me.to haue manifeSted, As for thoſe who 
profeſſe themſelnes ProteStants,and yet in theeſe dangerous times are ſo 
far from affetting or approuing ſuch knowledge , that on the contrarie 
they doubt whether it be lawfull and profficable , to looke into theeſe 
Propheſies for the time and meanes of deliverance , and ouerthrow of 
the aduerſaries ; whether ſuch looking be not rather curioſity , folly, & 
preſumption ; whether courſes of inſtice and warres vudertaken for the 
defence of the Gospell and ouerthrow of Poperie , and the Supporters 
thereof , be lawfull or neceſſary ; whether a peace with them all is not 
much rather to be wiſhd; and whether it be not mach better that Pro- 
teſtants & Papiſts ſhould firſt 1oyne together againſt theire comon ene- 
_mie the T urke : 1a theeſe and the like ſcruples, ſuch as are not partial 
and obſtinate , may by a thorow reading of this ſmall booke receine 
compotent- ſatis fattion-, | 
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?n the meane time, f anſwer noe more heeve to theire ſug geſtions,then 
this, 1, That noe man can more deteſt, then f doe,all warres underta- 
ken for deſire of ſpoile,territories & Empire,all not worth the life blood 
of oneChriſtia;hnowing that the miſeries,that ener follow the,are great 
& lamentablezthat peace & mercie can nener be ſufficiently admired & 
extended ; but not toward Aralek or Romiſh Babel and her Cham- 
pions,becauſe theire deſtruttions are comaunded in holy Scriptures, and 
he ts counted happie that fhall ſerue her as ſhe hath lerued others, 
2.That it was lawfull, proffitable, and comfortable for the children of 
_ Dan.9.2, Iſrael in the time of rhe captinity , to looke , as Daniel did , after the 

time and meanes of delinerance , esþerially when the ſeanentie yeares 
were almoſt ont ; to looke alſo into the Propheſie of Daniel, for the laſt 
period of thoſe ſenerall Beaſts, & hornes mentioned Dan,z,C& chap.8., 
esþetially for deliverance from Antiochus Epipbanes that litle horne 
chap.8.9. for the time and ende of the deſolation he cauſeth , expreſly 
noted verſ.13.14. and for the comming and ſaluation of Chriſt , and 
other occurrets fignified in thoſe prophetical! weekes of Daniel,chap.g. 
"T1 Euen as old Simcon waited for the conſolatio of I{rael; and Ioſeph 
Mark.15.43 of Arimathea 7s ſaide to hane waited for the Kingdom of God:and 
that therefore, it is as lawfull now for all trye Chriſtians, beholding the 
deſolations that Antichriſt, and his Adherents make, to looke into the 
propheſies of holy Scripture for the time and meanes of the deliverance, 
there promiſed , eſpetially ſeeing that when Rome the cauſe of theeſe 
miſeries is deſtroied , it is ſaide , Alleluia : for the Lord God omni- 
potent raigneth : whereas, before that,ſhe raigned in matters of faith 
Res, 1-.18, 4nd ſaluation , and over the Kings of the earth, Put theu Gods 
: _ Kingdom commeth : thrs wee are taught to pray for,and commaun- 
Mat. 6:33+ ded to * ſeeke, «And therefore when after the writing of this ſmall 
booke-, 1 had kept it.a longe time , without imparting the ſight of it to 
' any man, 1 thought I could now doe noe leſſe then publiſh it, with ſome 
few additions , and that indeede , that ſuch as ſee the miſeries of the 
Church , and ſeckg to redreſſe them , may ſtrine to doe it by that right 
2eanes which God bath preſcribed , and not by any contrarie to that 
which God, that changerh nor , hath in his Holy Word rerealed 10 
be the only ſure remedie , and that by which he hath determined to re- 
aeeme his Church from Antichriftian perſecution , bondage and ſub- 

*cct;on. 


Rea.19. 
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points : for I muſtleaue that to God , who knowes the ſecrets of 


AT reatiſe of the certaine deſlruition of Rome 
and of «Antichrist before the ende 
of the VPorld. 


>> Ofay nothing of theire opinions in this 

$4 point, who are eitherPopiſh or newters,or lukewarm, 

Sys or temporifers, or worldlings , or which are afraid 
Yee of the Popiſh armies ; becauſe euery wiſe man will 
eaſely conceiuc that theire verdi& in this matter muſt needes be 
partiall, as proceeding from finifter reſpects,or theire owne perti- 
cular intereſts; I readily acknowledge that there are many godly 
and learned men, greately ſeene in the Scriptures,who yet are {oe 
daily excerciſed in the finding of the meaning of thoſe other 
places of Scripture,which teach other points neceſſary to faluatis, 
that they finde litle leiſure to looke on ſuch as declare things con- 
cerning Antichriſt, or his ouerthrow, I may not ſay that ir is, be« 
cauſe they care litle to ynderftand the truth of God in theeſe 


all hearts, Neuerthelefle if any of them,who haue a good. vnder- 

ſtanding , be {oe careles herein ; they may know that it is a fault, 

{ſeeing the holy Ghoſt faith concerning the Rexclation wherein 
thous things are declared ; Bleſſed is he that readeth , and they that Renel. 1.3. 
heare the words of this propheſie, & keepe thoſe things which are writ- | 
ten therein: for the time 15 at hand. And againe, Seale not the ſayings of Chap. ED 
the propheſie of this booke ; for the time #5 at hand. viz. when theeſe | 
things ſhould be fulfilled. Whereby God warneth all men to 
looke narrowly into this booke , that they may thereby know the 
Dragon , Beaſt and whore, and ſuch euils as accompany them, that 


ſoe they may the better auoide them , and not pertakg of theire 
A3 __-uney,. 
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ſinnes,leſt they receiue of theire plauges;and that eſpetially when 
theire delinerance and her rain are at hand, 

And as this care was neceſlarie in thoſe ages when the * Dragon 
reigned,and the firſt rr:mpets founded;ſ{o more efpetially in theeſe 
times of the beaſt & whore: wherein the cuill they doc is a greate 
deale worſe, 8 more dangerous to the Soules of men: for as much 
as notwithſtanding the light of the Goſpel] , a! the world would 
ſtill wonder after him , for that holines , power and muniticeace, 
which they would imagine to reſide in him: and euen many of 
Gods people would be fo loth to flee out of Babylon, that they 
ſhould be in danger of pertaking of her ſinnes , and receiuing of 
her plauges; and ſhould hane necde to be daily called on to 
make them come out from her, A duty which as it was cuer neede- 
full tobe pur in praCtiſe for the drawing of Soules irom her be- 
witching delicacies and deceites , ſo more eſpetially now when 
her greate abhominations are by the refulgent light of Gods 
Word manifeſted , and her laſt and greateſt plauges muſt needes 
be approching. For if when Saint John wrote , it might be faide, 
the time #5 at hand ; how much more in theele our times , vpox 
whome the ends of the World are come ? and who may ſce,if wee ci- 
ther will ſee , or thinke it any ſuch bleſſed thinge to ſee, that the 
moſt of thoſe things which concerne Antichriſt, and the verrie 
declining of his Kingdom,arc already fulfilled; and thereby cue- 
ry man warned to walte with a ſtedfaft faith to ſce the reſt ac- 
complithed; and not to put farre away (as his fauourers doe) 
thoſe euill dayes, which ſhall befall him and his friends ; and as 
they doe, who would faine make the World beleeue that he ſhall 
not be deſtroyed till rhe ende of the World; and are fo loth to ſee 
any thinge proued to the contrary,that they doubt not to affirme 
that the time can not be {o much as neerely gueſſed at. 

To whome it may be anſwered that the Lord would neither 
hauc aide of the beaſt , He ſhall hane power to doe forrtie and two 
»onethes; and neither more nor leſſe; nor of the Kings his hornes, 
Tiney hae receined noe Kingdom as yet : but receine power as Kings 
one howre with the Beaſt;but rhat he meant ro ſhew vs ſome certaine 
rime , which when his ruin ſhould approach, might either be per- 
feRly , or at leaſt verrie neercly found; as in Damels propheticall 
weekes, wherein euery day ſtands for a ycare:and ſoqueſtionleſſe 
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in theeſe moyethes,which are alſo propheticall monethes, 8& which 


can not be literally vnderſtood of three yeares and a halfe, For | 


it followes from the Angels expoſition , that Antichriſt is the ſea- 
uenth and cighth head of the {eauen hilled citie, thatis, a head of 
ouernment in a ſucceſſion, as the Emperours were of whome he 


1 1 | . : . 7 by 
aide,one is: Fine are fallen,one 1s,and the other 15 not yet come Fine **%* 17: 


of the Roman heads or formes of gouernment were fallen be- 
fore,as Kings, Conſuls, Diftatours, Decemmri, & Tribum Multum, 
The fixt was in the time of Saint /oþn;which was the gouernment 
of the Emperours haueing theire ſeate in Rowe, This head , {lo 
longe as it ſhould abide there, would let the comming of Anti. 
chriſt, who was to be the feauenth head of the {ame citie, as Saint 


Paul compared with Saint 7ohn ſheweth, laying , ouly he who now - 


letteth will let , till he be taken out of the way ; he laith not till he be 
vtterly fallen or deſtroied,but taken ozt of the way,viz. remoued; 
which came to paſle when the ſeate of the, Empire was remoued 
from Rome to Conſtantinople , and not before : tor till then another 
domineering head could nor riſe to rule in Rowe, Therefore ſaint 
7ohn (aith of the {eauenth, He is not yet come, and when he commeth 
he muſt continue a ſhort ſpace, And the Beaſt that was and is not,enen 
he is the eighth, and is of the ſeaven. This {eauenth head, which is 
the Roman gouernment by Biſhops , is {aide to endure but for a 
ſhort ſpace, becauſe of the wound, which it ſhould foone recciue 
by the Gothes and Yandals ; which when it ſhould be healed was 
not longe to endure as a {eauenth head only ; but ſhould alfo by 
reaſon of a new title and authority become an eighth head and 
more abſolute , that ſoe he might rule and raigne the reſt of his 
tonge time, and doe all the greateſt things aſcribed to Anti- 
chriſt, | 

This eighth head did accordingly beginne in Bomface 117, 
when he obtained to be called yniuerſall Biſhop; he then was the 
cighth,and yet ofthe ſeauen, viz. the ſeanenth, becauſe he ſeemed 
but to ſucceede the former Biſhops in that gouernment, which 
they had after the ſeate of the Empire was remoued from Rowe, 
and which they got by abuſing the Canons of Nice and Sardis, 
as. wee ſhall ſee by and by, Howſoeuer ſeeing Antichriſt (ye ſee ) 
is a head of gouernment in a ſucceſſion (as the K ingy , and after 


then the other. heads were , that had lined and ruled in Rowe}: 
a TR? theelc 
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; theefe 42, monethes giuen to him, can not poſſibly be ynderſtood 
| literally, For indeede it is impoffible that rhis ſeauenth head 
| ſhould riſe, be ſeated, wounded, healed, 8 then become an eighth 
4 $ head, who ſhould firſt be admired and worſhipped by allnations, 
0 and then make warre by himſelfe and by his hornes, oucrcome the 
Saints , yea the two witneſſes , caule an Image to be-made and wor- 
ſhipped, and a marke to be taken by all , ſmall and greate; yea doe 
many other greate things mencioned in the Rewelarion , and after 
{end to gather the K:ngs of the earth to Battaile,and be taken;zand - 
all this in three Yeares and a halfe, Therefore out of all doubt in 
| theeſe monethes as in D.niels weekes exery day ſtands for a yeare; 
; Nun.14.34 as the Lord (aide to the Iſraelites , Afrer the number of the dayes um 
which ye ſearched the land,cuen forty dayes (each day for a yeare )ſhall 
| Exech.4.6, | ye beare youre iniquities , euen fonrtie yeares : allo in E7echiel , Thox 
fhalt beare the iniquitie of the howſe of Tudah fourtie dayes, I hane ap= 
pointed thee each day for a yeare, Soe it muſt needes be in theeſe 
monethes , and ſoe they ſignifie x260, yeares , as ſome haue indi- 
ciouſly colle&ed from Reu. 12.6.x4. further alſo that.theeſe 
yeares muſt needes beginne whe firſt the Pope had power to doe, 
as a head : which ſome thinke beganne in the time of Conſtantine 
the greate, when he lefr Rowze,when (ſay they ) be that hindred was 
taken out of the way. Some lay ſooner , euen from the time that 
Con#tantine came to the Empire and the Ethnick gouernment was 
ouerthrowen or taken out of the way. Indeede it is yerry necel- 
{aric that the time ſhould be ſearched out when theeſe 42, mo- 
nethes began ; becauſe that is the ſureſt way to finde out the time 
of his ende and Finall ruin : but the time could not well begin 
from the time of ConJFantine, or when the Ethnick gouern-" 
ment was ouerthrowen, or taken out of the way. For by either of 
theeſe computations,the time ſhould haue beene out many yeares 
agoe, when indeede diuers Kingdoms were fallen from the Pope 
and he had noe power to doe in them, as in England, Denmarke and 
others, and foe indeede as his power began in ſom Kingdoms, 
before in others,ſoe accordingly God would that he ſhould. begin 
to looſe it in ſome before in others: But-yethe hath had , and ill 
hath much power el{where to doe great things. Which hath made 
{ome thinke rhat the time he hath had ſince , and ſhall yet haue 


# oigenhim for the rime of the wound, when (ſay they )be had noe 
hag 
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ower to doe, But queſtionleſſe they are miſtaken herein , as the 

{equell of this worke will manifeſt. 
And indeede they ſeeme to me to beginne the time to ſoone, 

I meane not foe much before he was a Beaſt, as before he bad 
power 70 doe. For the wordgare, power was giuen him to doe forrtie 
and wwo monethes. Soe BeJa, Aretins, Piſcator, Parens ard others 
reade them, poteFFas agendas, And I can nor finde that either he did 
much , or had much power to doe before the time of Damaſrs a 
Spaniard, who was chofen Pope aboute the yeare 366. others ſay 
369. and fate till after the yeare 380. then indeede he had ſome 
power to doe, (as wee {hall ſec by & by: ) or at the furtheſt in the 
time of Syricins, ncere the yeare 386. or thereabouts : to which 
time of Damaſus in the yeare 380, if you adde 1260, yeares, 
which ſeemes to be the time giuen him in the 4.2,monethes , they 
may ende before or aboutethe yeare 1640,0r at leaſt within a few 
yeares after , that is, if he had not this time of doeing till the dayes 
of Syricias, or Innocent, But it may be a litle ſooner, becauſe Da-= 
maſus might haue power to doe fome yearcs before the yeare 
3$0.And howloeuer Rome may ende much fooner then the Beaſt: 
becauſe: her deſtruction ſeemeth to many to be by the fifth vial 
Reu. 16. his by ſixth or ſeauenth ; hers is firſt declared chap. x8, 
then his chap.19. But while wee ſeeme to caſt vp the time ſet 
foorth in the Rerelation , this is to be vnderſtood to fall out there. 
abouts. Firſt if the time of the Beaſts doeing began in the time 
of Damaſns or Syricias ; and not before or after , which now wee 
will examin,as needefull to be knowne in theele lameErable times, 
wherein the beaſt rageth and preuaileth as if he were to raigne for 
euer; when indeede it is, becauſe the Deuil in bim hath bur a ſhoyt 
time, And ſecondly if Baronizs and others that I haue followed 
reckon the yeares right,as for ought that I can perceiue they doe; 
atleaſt they goe neere the marke;and ſoe therefore may wee. 

As touching the firſt our Lord himſelfe giueth ys light in two 
places of the Rexelation. For while he faith of the Beaſt, Reu.13. 
power was ginen hinz to doe fonrtie and two monethes,he ſheweth that 
there is a certaine time when they ſhould beginne, which time 
may now at the laft be neerely pointed at , by any that will take 
the paines to {earch the Hiſtories, & to ſee whe he firſt had power 


to doe, The ſecond which is more plaine,and doth indeede ſeeme 
WE 4 6 B to ſhew 
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to ſhew when theeſe monethes were begunne is ſet downe, Reu, 
17, Where it is ſaide of the who are hornes of the Beaſt;theeſe hawe 
receined noe Kingdom as yet ; but recerne power as Kings one howre 
with the BeaFt : which at the ſooneſt they did not beture the time 
of Damaſus ; when indeede (as Ammianus Marcelinrs ſheweth ) 
the Almanes had theire King AMarorianw ct preate puillance; 
the Burgundians theires ; the Africans theires , N bel and then 
Firmws ; the Franches theire Kinge Melobandes ; and oiher Na. 
tions likewiſe had theires 3 Yalens the Emperour of ti.c Eaſt was' 
flaine by the Gothes , who alfo had theire Prince, Or perhaps not 
foſoone, may ſome man ſay, becaule after that Theodoſiivs brought 
them againe into ſome ſubie&tionto the Roman Empire, which 
vet rather hindred then ouerthrew theire growing, it not ere&ted 
Kingdoms ; and indeede becauſe he was an Emperour of greate 
puiflance , and both greately feared and loued : therefere it may 
perhaps be thought by ſome that theeſe Kingdoms were not yet * 
erected till after the death of Theodoſius in the time of Pope [nuo- 
cent , who gouerned in the dayes of the Emperour Honorizs ; In 
whole time at the fartheſt, as all the beſt Hiſtorians ſhew , King- 
domes were plainely erected in Spaine and Afrike by the Gothes, 
Vandales , Saenians 8 Alanes ; one in France vader Pharamond; 
who yet is faide toſucceede Iarcomr, Surmoand Melobanudes, In 
whoſe time alſo the Pi&s, Scots and others preuailed in Britaine; 
{o that after the Britaines had cle&ted diuers other Gouernours, 
they were faine at laſt to chooſe Yorriger theire Kinge; and to call 
in the Saxons, who chaſed the Pits and Scots, bat ſucceeded them 
in power and crueltie, Other Barbarous Nations of thoſe times 
preuailed in Thracia, Hungarie, AuStria, Sclauonia, Panonia, Dal- 
matia , and other countrics. Thus though the Beaſt might pers 
haps baue ſome litte power , to doe a litle, before the riſing of 
theeſe Kings, yet they who had noe Kingdom before, while the 
Empire flooriſhed , doe now receiue power 4s Kinge one howre 
with the Beast ; that is to ſay , whether he beganne to haue that 
more Kingly power to doe in the time of Pope Damaſ7,or loone 
afrer in the time of $7:cius or Znnocent , which truly is ſomwhat 
hard to determin: yer it ſeemes to meto be in the time of Damaſ. 
And the Reader may alfo gine a good gueſle thereat, when he 
ſhall ſee how power was firſt gigen to theeſe Popes, & more then 
to any 
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toany other Patriarch , or as a Kingde of head ouer all. Which 
power yet was not giuen him by any plaine and lawtfull a& of a 
councell, as both rhe f1xth conncell of Carchage aboute the yeare 
420, and the councell of Chalcedon abonte the yeare 450. proned 
againſt him : neither indeede did he get it of many yeares after, 
nor by conſequence iuftly ; therefore the thinge is not ro finde . 
when he had.it giuen him lawfully , for that the Antichriſt could 
wot haue ; but when ſome things fell our which gaue it him, as it 
were accidentally ; when firſt he tooke hold cf ſuch occation, and 
thenceforth openly vicd and maintained it, W hich at the ſooneſt, 
for ought I can finde,was not before the time of Damaſys: but he 
indeede ftroue to attaine it ; and to that ende laide hold of cuery 
licle occaſion , and made vie of it, For haueing damned the he- 


refe of Apollinarts, ina Councell held ad Rowze,aboute the yeare 74,9. lib.s. 
379. he writeth an Epiſtle to the Biſhops of the Eaſt , wherein he cap. 9. 


intimates vnto them the condemnatory ſentence pronounced 
againſt Apollinaris,and his DiſcipleTimothens: which Epiftle is in- 
dired with rhe ſwelling pride of a loftie minde, breathing fo- 
ueraignty and preheminence aboue all other Churches , as if the 
Roman Church were that only Apoſtolike chaire , whereunto all 


other Churches ought homage and renerence. Soe that S. Baſil paſil.Epiſt. 


Biſhop of Ceſarea complaines of the pride of the Weſt, becaule 
they cared only for theire owne preheminence , but not for the 


20.ad Euſeb, 


Samolat, 


ſtate of theire perſecured Brethren in the Eaſt ynder rhe 4r74an © 


Emperour Yalens. Yea he faith that he purpoſed oft times to 
haue written to the cheifeof them , that is tro Damaſms , that he 
ſhould not count the * þlendowr of pride true dignity and honour. 
Aboure the yeare 380, a generall Councell was aflembled at” 
Con#tantimople, Whence the Fathers of the Councell wrote vnto 
Damaſus,as to a Prother,and ranke him with other Biſhops of the 
Weſt, chen aſſembled in Rowe, as theire Letters ſhew, vyhich are 
recited by Theodoret ; To our Brothers and Colleagues , Damaſus, 
eAmbroſe, Britto, Valerian , and other holy Biſhops aſſembled in the 
greate City of Rome,c5c, He then yvith other Biſhops of the Weſt 
in a Synod at Rozze, beeing defired as Brethren to approue the 
Councell of ConStantineple, did it: and Baronius yvould per- 
ſvrade vs, thar he confirmed it as a Superiour , and made it of 


force, And indeede though Damaſus durit not openly profeſle 
B 2 ſo much, 
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ſo much, yet it ſeemes he was willing to take theire Letters in 
that ſenſe, and that it ſhould after be thought fo : for he reſalu- 
teth them as Sonnes , and ſaith , that indeede they had yelded all due 
rewerence to the See Apoſtolikg ;, as if he {aide deſiring to haue 
youre acts ordered , or confirmed and made good by it, Which 
howlocuer it was ncuer fo intented by the Councell , yet it gaue 
the Popes power to doe as they were diſpoſed then, and ener 


after to take it, and make vie of it, For thereypon 1nnocent allo 


vled the ſame fleight, when the 1ilenitan Councell Anno 402. 
and another of Carthage Anno 41 3 .had*without conſulting with 
him ordered matters, and then in like manner acquainted him 
with theire acts., and defired that he would adde his authority; 
he anſyyers that they had had dze regard of the Apoſtolicke honour, 
T ſay of him which had the care and charge of all other Churches, thus 
he atlumed a power ouer Councels, 8 ſo power to doe as a head. 

But ſome man will ſay, it ſeemes that as yet he had not this 
power, becauſe the Popes of theſe times were oppoled., and the 
power ouer Councels was not yet conferred on him. I anſyyer, 
Antichrift was to be oppoled by ſome in all ages , and ſo hath the 
Pope beene by perticular men , and in many Councels, and enen 
of late inthe Councels of Conſtance and Baſi! ; which declared 
that a Councell was aboue the Pope : yet he tooke it before, and 
had it as the Beaſt vyas to baue it,by his ovvne ambitious viurpa- 
tion , and the flatterie of his folloyyers. -But as far asT can finde 
not before the time of Damaſm,aboute the yeare 380. And then 
indeede he had alſo begunne to take it vpon him in the caſe of 
appeales , eſperially in that Epiſtle vyhich he vvrote to Stephanus 
Archbiſhop of Aſaxritania, vyherein he pretendeth that all the 
oreater fort of cauſes ought to be referred to his hearing, and that 
they could not be deſcided but by his authority ; as alfo that the 
pronifion of Biſhops belonged to him ; yyherein alſo he qualifieth 
the Chuch of Rome vvith the title of the Firmament of all Biſhops, 
and rop of all-other Churches; ermboldened noe doubt thereynto by 
Letters ſent before that time vnto him from the {aide Stephanits, 
vyvho complained that certaine Biſhops had beene depoſed in 
in Afrike; adding that this yvas donne,though they all knew well 
enough, That Cenſures of Biſhops & all other cauſes of momeut ought 
20 be reſerucd to the audience of the Biſhop of Rome,whom he termeth 
the Father of Fathers;and thereby giueth him power to dee;himſelte 
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beeing of that broode of Schiſmatiks of whome 8, Cyprian com- 
plained in his dayes , thar beeing cenſ#red would preſently croſle 
the Seas to Rowe, And indeede it is the more likely that there had 
beene ſuch pride or vſurpation in Damaſms , and flaterie in his 
followers : I.Becauſe the Councell of Conſtantinople did not only 
limit every Patriarch , and gaue equall priuileidges to Conſtanti- rp,,q jj, c 
zople, but euen declared, that there was an ancient law and deciſion cap.g. 
of the Nicene Conncell, that the Biſheps of enery Prommce,with thoſe 
which dwelt neere pnto them , ſhoxld ordaine theire owne Mimisters: Concil. Conſt. 
diniding the prouinces for the auoidance of confuſion : And or- og ws, 4 
daining that if in any pronince a matter of difference hapened to 
ariſe, it ſhowld be decided by the Synod of the ſame prouince, 
1T, Becauſe Syriciss aboute the yeare 386. emboldened as it 
ſeemes by the power which Damaſus had taken,6 the flateries of 
ſuch as followed him, feared not to ſay to Himerims B, of Aragon, Siricius epi. 
That it 1s not lawfull for any Preift of the Lord to be ignorant of the '« 4d Himer. 
decrees and ſtatutes of the Sea Apoſtolike, and therefore requesterh 
him to make knowne ſuch ordinances & decrees as he ſhould ſend vnto 
him, not only to thoſe of his owne Dioceſſe,but alſo to thoſe of Cartha= 
gena, Anaalufia, Portugall, Galeace and others, that is in eftect to all 
the Prouinces of Spaine ; which could not (laith he) but be glorious 
vnto him,who was a Preiſt of ſo longe continuance, Purpoſing to vie 
the ambitious humour of this Prelate to extend his authority,law 
and traditions through Spaine,And in his 4. Epiſtle to the Bithops 
of Afrike , That without the prinitie of the Sea ApoFolike, that 15 to 
fay of the Primate,none might preſume to ordaine a Biſhop. All which 
makes it moſtcleare that be had the power to doe , which the Beaſt 
was to haue in the beginning of his raigne, His ambition was fo 
apparit,and men in thoſe times ſo prone to flatter him with titles, 
that in remedy thereof, the third Councell of Carthage,anno 397, 
(Siricizs then fitting Pope) decreed, That the Biſhop of the firſt See 
- ſhould not be called the Prince or Cheife of Prieſts,or high Prieſt,or by 
any other ſuch name , but only the Biſhop of the firſt See, As tor the 
name of yniuerfall: Biſhop, that the Biſhop of Rome it ſelfe ſhould 
not be called by that name, Which ſhewes that theele titles had 
beene giuen him by ſome flatterers in thoſe dayes , or why elſe 
ſhould the Councell make this Canon 2 this Sir:ciz, to ſhew the 
Beaſt was riſen & bad power to doe, ſtabliſhed the forbiddance of 
—_— 4 B 3 Preiſts 
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Pceifts marriages, though by generall conſnt it had beene re- 
ie&ed in the Councell of Nice, and was not receiucd in the Weſt 
of 600.yeares after, doe his Succetſors what they could. 

After him came [nnocent,anno 4or, He,in his 2.Epiſtle to Vic- 
zricixs B, of Roan,publiſhed this generall decree, That the greater 
cauſes after that they had beene cenſrred by the Biſhop ſhould be refer- 
red to the See of Rome , as the Synod ({aith he) hath ordained, and the 
laudable vſe and euStome of the Church requireth. He and his Suc- 
cellors ZJimns , Boniface, and Celeſtine would haue men thinke 
that the councell of Ne nad foe ordained : which that councell 
did nor,as the 6.councell of Carthago proucd againſt them aboute 
the ycare 420,and foe did rhe generall councels of Con$t.crinople 


and Chxcedon. It was indeede the counce!l ot $Sard:ca, aboute the 


yeare 3 50.that gaue this power to/zl#5;"ut that canon neuer put 
in practife by him,was reuoked in cxprefle rermes in the councell 
of Conſtitinople,can,z. which councell had now becne approued 
by Damaſas : therefore they wauld not name it to be a canon of 
Sardica , but pretend it tobe a canon of Nice. Which forgerie 
many perceiued not, and therefore gaue him power to doe, But 
if any man will yet obiect and fay , It teemes he had nor yet this 
power , becauſe the councels of Conſtantinople , the 6.councell of 
Carthage,and the councell of Chalcedon oppoled it, IT anſwer here 
as before, Antechriſt was to be oppoled by tome in all ages, and ſo 
hath the Pope , and euen of late in the Councels of Conſtance and 
Baſile, butyet he had power , as the Beaſt was to haue it , by his 
owne arogant vſurpation 6 the flaterie of his followers, and that 
I thinke aboute the yeare 380. inrhe time of Damaſus , or ſoone 
after,and not before: and fo as Iſaide his time may expire abuute 
the yeare 1540, or within few yeares after, that is if his terme of 
doeing began not 1} the cime of Siricizs. Others perhaps will 
fay b{ gad :t much ſooner, Here I muſt cell the PapiRts , that itis 
to noe purpole for them to bringe for a ground of appeales , or 
the antiq.} *'> of them, ri:e atts of any perticlar Herertike, Schif- 
matike or 5uperſtitious Dorer before the N:icene Counce)) : b2- 
cauſe the myſterie did worke in the Apoſt:'s time, and if it were 
graunted taat farm and Yilentinign Heroticks bad recourte 
to the Biſhop of Rowe , as 3aſrides and 57 24:45 trad , who were 
depoſed for ſacrificing toiduls, and uscwale ducrs A 
0 
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_ of 4frike in the time of Cyprian : yet this proucs not that they 
might appeale , or he receiue : for it the Pope had hadany fuch 

right , then would not Cyprian baue complained of them tor ap- 


1G | ap | 
ip pealing, nor of him for receiuing; neither would the Councell of 
}, Mice have lmited his power,and given as much to eAlexandria, 


But howſoeuer , the queſt; on 35 here ct power thar was giuen to 

he . Sage : "4 ... y 

-. theBeaſt after his riſing ; which could not be before tie Nicene' 
Councel!l , becauſe he that hindred was nor rt.cri 7.2hen owt of the 

wy, the Emp<crur not tully departed to ConS?anz:z ple. 

_ Neither could the 6rning momntaine (ngnified vader the ſe- 
cond trumpet , Reu.8.8, ) be caſt into the je.z betore rhe Nicene 


- Councell;which wiil appeare to be the ſea, as they abufed ittoriſe - 

1+ Out of it. But indeede his burning mountaine was either caſt into 

11 fheſca inthe time of the Councell, when the Pope by his deputies 

4 might ambitiouſly craue of the Emperour,or of the Councell,that 

if his might be the tirſt lee,and haue {ome preeminence in power;or 

_ elſe (as T rather thinke) ſo-ne afrer before the fall of Conſtantivs 

it Into Arianiſme ( ſignified ynder the third rrumper, Reu,8.r0.) 

7 when the Pope alleaged the IV icene Councell for his authority,as 

\ A4wlizs did : and thenceforth the beaſt might indeede begin to riſe 

& and doe: yet I thinke he had not this power to doe before the time 

» Of Damaſus , nor lovge before the yeare 380. or perhaps not till 

3 thertime of Syricizs, aboute the yeare 386. or ſoone after. For 

s Tthouph wee tinde in Socrates and Soſomene, that before that /ul:95 

+ Ttooke vpon him by abſolute authority * 20 reſtore ſundrie Biſhops *Socrar.lib. 2 
> of the Eafterne Churches depoſed for diuers caufes by theire Sy- /-! [began . 
> mods,becauſe faith he the care of ll Churches belonged to him by reaſon j;, , —_ 
E of his ſee,therefore he wrote to the Biſhops of the Eaſt telling them that 

3 they had doune verrie ill to determin and conclude any thinge againſt 

. thoſe Biſhops without his prime ; yet as Socrates and Soſomz {hew, 


. they tooke his reproofes in ſcorne, aud calling a Synod at Antioch , by 
common. adxiſe & conſent retourne his impatations backs vpon him- 
ſelfe with all buterneſſe,telling him that hs was no more to control the, 
if they thought fit to deprine any man m theire Churches, than they in- 
rermedled at what time N ouatus was cast out of the Church of Rome: 
Solomene addeth, That theire anſwer was full of ſcoffes and 
threats, fc, Thus as yet they gaue him noe power to doe, And it 
- feemeth that this anſwer wrought vpon him: for in his _ letter 
Ce COl- 


he coplained only that they called him not to theire Synod; where- 
as beg he pretended, that they might not call a Councell with- 
out his authority : he doth not alleadge for himfelfe that either 
by virtue of his ſucceſfion to S. Peter , or of the Vicene Councell, 
they ought to appeale to Rowe ; his words are only theeſe , The 
Fathers of Nice ordained , and that not without the connſell of God, 
that the atts of one Councell ſhould be examined in another: whereby 
appeares noe greater power giuen to the B,of Rome ouer Alexan- 
aria, than to the B.of Alexandria ouer Rome, As for the greinance 
whereof he complaineth,it is only this, that contrary to the cuſtome, 
they had not written firſt of all unto him, conccrning the differences 
amongſt the, to haue his aduice for compoſing of them,as beeing 
Biſhop of the firſt ſee ; as alſo that many Synoads had beene held.in 
the Eaſt, concerning points of faith and doftrine,without giueing 
him notice thereof , contrary to the Rule and: canon of the Church, 
wherein #5 cotained,that none might impoſe any law vpon the Churches 
without the aduice of the Biſhop of Rome, T his canon gaue him in- 
. deede that he ſhould either bo called and hauea yoice in cuery 
Councell that impoſed lawes, or at leaft that his aduiſe & conſent 
ſhould be a{ked if he ſhould be farre away , as fell out at the ge- 
nerall Councell of Conſtantinople , where Damaſus was neither in 
Perſon nor by his deputies ; and in noe other {enfe did 1/75 now 
alleadge it : he complaineth not that they afſembled without his 
leaue,but that they neither called him,nor vſed his aduiſe;he doth 
not ſay that this giues him that he ſhould be as a head or Soue- 
rai2ne:, to confirme or abrogate at his pleaſure ; much leſle that 
he ſhould impoſe what law he lift. He knew well enough that it 
made him noe more then a Patriarch , that other Patriarchs and 
Archbiſhops were his brethren , and that euery Biſhop had ncuer- 
thelefle a free voice as well as he. Neither did he now expound 
ir, that this canon gaue him this priueleidge as to a Superiour, to 
whome ſuch homage was due: therefore /z{;ze5 bad not this power 
to doe. 

Damaſus asT ſhewed ſeemethto haue beene the firſt that tooke 
it in that proud ſenſe; and yet not verrie plainely , but ſomwhat 
tacitely in words of doubrfull {ignification, as ye ſaw. After him 
Siricins and Innocent were more plaine, as I ſhewed, And foe in- 
deede he roſe out of that Sea of Nice, by forging one canon, and 
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wreſting another: a weake foundation for ſo mightie a building; 

yet ſuch and noe other was the foundation of this Kingdom. And 

thus indeede one Canon of Nc gaue him power to doe: yet not 

as the Councell meant it, but as he in time rooke it. And ſo he had 

it,but not before the time of Damaſus,or Syricins.For Inlins as ye 

ſee had not ſo much power giuen him: and Liberizs hisnext Suc- 

ceſſour, muſt needes haue lefle, ſeeing he was conuicted of Aria- pavon.r9l.4. 
niſme,as after all excuſes Baronizs is forced to confefſe,beholding 4mm 365. 
many proofes thereof. And if (faith he) there were noe other proofe, "Fs it 
his owne Letters are ſufficient to put it out of queFtion, And indeede ; 

he wrote to the Biſhops of the Eaſt on this manner , 7 ca#t of eA- Ebiſt. Liberij 
thanaſi from our communion , not daining ſo much as to receine his ad oriental. 
Letters : 1 maintaine peace with you,, embracing the confeſſion of the 4p#d Hilar. 
Sirmian Councell.W hich was all one as if he had in exprelſe words 225 ew 
renounced the Councell of Vce : and therefore , He could haue 

noe power by it; nor indeede by thar of Szrdica,which had giuen 

more to zl, becauſe that had confirmed the VVicene faith , to 

which this of S:r»21292 was oppoſit, Yer heere by the way wee 

may ſee what greate inconuenience would follow , if either of 

thoſe Councels of Vice or Sardica muſt needes be in that point of 

force vnto all ages : for while Liberizs ratifieth the ſentence 

againſt eLrhanaſius , and confirmeth the Councell of Sirmiam , if 

the :Councels of Nice and Sardica giue the Pope this abſolute 

power of confirming or abrogating Councels , then they make 

this a& of ZLiberins lawfull,and thereby vtterly ouerthrow them= 
{elues,and theire owne faith and confeſſion,which was contrarie: . 
but the Papifts will confeſſe that the Councels of Nice and Sar- 
dica doe not make this a& of Ziberins lawtfull ; vyhich to confeſſe 
js as much as if they acknowledged that thoſe Councels did not 
giue abſolute power to the Pope , to contirme or abrogate the 

Decrees of Councels, | 
 Howſoeuer ye ſee Liberivs could not well hane this power to 
doe, But then after him came Damaſzs , and he indeede was a 
man of more reſpe&, learned, and of ſuch good parts,as couered 
his ambition , ſo that ſome could not ſee ir, and others were per- 
haps content to winke at it; he therefore after a while might the 
better chalenge ſome Priueleidge from that Canon of Nice, And 
noe doubt butthat the words of Hofius yttered not longe beun 
C is 
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his time in the Councell of Sardica,vyhereof they ſo much boaſt, 
did now further him in his defired power. The words of the 
Canon are theeſe: Hoſias the Biſhop ſaide,if any Biſhop be condem- 
ncd in any cauſe, if the partie condemned thinke he hane inſt canſe not 
ro ftand to the ſentence, if it pleaſe you,let vs yeeld this honour to S, Per 
ter : Let the matter be ſignified by Letter toJulius Biſhop of Rome,to. 
the ende that he , with other Biſhops of the Dioces , may enter againe 
into the knowledge of the cauſe, Now oblerue here : 1, Thar it was 
Hoſins that propolcd it ; and he propoſed it as a new antidote 
againſt a poyſen , conſidering that the Biſhops of the Eaſt were 
for the greater part at that time infe&ted with Arianiſme,reftrai- 
ning it to the perſon of 7ulizs, and would noe doubt haue donne 
otherwiſe jn the perſon of Liberius , Succeſſor ynto 1ulzs, and a 
profetſed eAfrrian, notyvirhſtanding the pretended Chaire of 
Saint Peter, 2. Note theele words, 7f :t pleaſe you, let vs honout 
the memorie of S. Peter: for had this beene an auncient right, 
ſbould he not rather haue ſaide , Let ys ob{erue the commande- 
ment of the Lord,or the auncient order of the Church,or the Ca- 
non of Nice, yyhereby it is ordained that men might appeale ro 
Rome, 3. Is it reaſon that a Canon of a Nationall Councell 
{hould conclude and binde the Church in generall> 4, This Ca- 
non ſo made,and neuer practiſed was in expreſſe termes reuoked 
in the generall Councell of ConSantinople Can. 3. and in that of 
Chalcedon Can.8, "This was the firſt that ſeemed to giue him any 
greate power; but this as ye ſee yyas not abſolute , yer hence he 
tooke {uch occa{1on of riſing , that ſome haue thought that he did 
riſe out of it, But that yvce may finde the truth hereof,obſerue: 

DoGrines are in boly Scriptures called waters : yyhereof ſome 
vyatersarc cleane Ezech.47.1, Ioel 3.18.Zach-14.8.Ren.r5.2. 
ſome corrupted Reu, 8.10.1r. chap, 16.3.4. ſomenot corrupt 
of themſclues , but partly made fo by rcaſon of ſomwhat caſt into 

them : ſo was it vvith that Sea into vyhich the burning mountaine 

was caſt, Reuel,8.8. ana the third part of the Sea became blsod, and 

out of thar Sea the Beaſt aroſe, Reuel, 13. Now that yvce may 

know vyhat that Sea is, obſerue: The Sea is the place yyhere wa- 

ters are gathered and meete together. Rivers and Fountaines 

runne into the Sea, and emptie themſelues' there. Novy Riuers 

and Fountaines doe ſignifie the Do&ors and Teachers , from 

vybome 
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vyhome the dodrines,that is the waters, flovy. So yyhen the third Ren. 8.10, 
Angell ſounded, a greate ſtarre fell from Heanen , and it fell ypon the 
third part of the Rivers and Fountaines of waters : this greate Starre 

vvas Conſtants the Emperour , vvho fell into the Arriany He- 
refie; and he fell vpon part of the Rimers and Forntaines, Vit 
Biſhops and Teachers, vyho vvere corrupted by him , fome by 
perſyvaſion and {moth deuices , but moſt by force and perlecu- 
tion, By vyhich meanes many yvere corrupted, 8 amonge others 
Pope Liberins himlelte, 

The third viall is povvred on ſuch corrupt rivers 8 Formtaines Rex. 16, 4. 

as are deliled vvith the filth of Baby/on,and come from the mouth 

of the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, Novy the place vvhere fuch rivers 

and Fountaines meere , and empry themſelues muſt needes be a 

Sa: this iS in Counccls, v vhoſe doctrines and canons are therefore 
called the Sea, Therefore vyhen 1c ſecond Angel ponred out hes vial ye, 
on the Sea : this vvas on an aſſembly or Councell of Antichriſtian © 
doctors, and on theire yvaters or doctrines, vvhich he manifefſteth 

to be corrupt and perintious ; this was on the Councell of Trentz 
which was performed by Chemmitius, Examen. Concil, Tride, Or at 
leaſt by him and others, that alſo writ againſt that Councell, But 

the Sea our of which the Beaſt aroſe was not fo corrupt in it lelte, 

but only became ſoe in ſome part thereof, into which the burning 
mountaine was caſt, which corrupted ir. Now if one ſhould al ke 

me whether the Sea out of which theBeaſt arofe were theCouncill 

of Nice , or that of Sardica ? I thinke that if not out of both con- 
founded and put together by the, then rather out of that of Vice, 

I. Becauſe that was a generall Councell , and therefore more apt 

for his purpoſe and authority , as the other was not , which only 
reſtrained to the perſon of 1#/;z a priueleidge oone after reuo- 
ked. 2, Becaule that of Vice gaue him prioritie of place,and this 
priueleidge that 2 law ſhould not be impoſed on the Church 
without his aduiſe: out of which,as he tooke it, he(asye ſaw )made 
greate aduantage, and indeede role out of it, this beeing the ori- 
ginall and ground of all the power he after.got. 3.Becauſle he al- 
waies alleadped it for his authority;which it ſeemes he the rather 
did,becaule ir was generall,and the more auncient 8 more reuce 
renced ; and indeede becauſe that Canon of Sardica was foone re- 


uoked: yea he ſo much defircd to riſe out of the Vicene Conncell, 
Df. C2 that 


See Myſterie 
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that inalleadging as he pretended a Canon of Ne he vſeth the 
very words of this Canon of Sardica, only leaueing out the name 
Tulins , and was therefore conuicted of forgerie by the fixt Coun- 
cell of Carthage, 4.Becauſe the burning mountaine ſignified vn= 
der the ſecond trumpet , muſt needes be caſt into the Sea before 
the fall of Conſtantius ypon the riuers, ſignified ynder the third, 
and therefore in all likelihood before the Councell of Sardica; 
which yer gaue him power,or increaſed it,as he tooke ir, But by 
reaſon that Liberins , who preſently ſucceeded , was an Arrianw, 
and therefore could neither chalenge power by it, nor by the 
Nicene Councell, this power, as I ſhewed, was not cxcerciſed till 
the time of Damaſzs, But indeede ye haue ſeene that from the 
time of Damaſas or Siricins,the Pope (as he vicd the matter) had 
power to doe in things that belonged to other mens iuriſdictiss, 
yea as an ouerſcer and confirmer of Councells , as he tooke the 
matter ; and what more as a kinde of head and lawgiuer, as ye 
aw inthe Epiſtle of Siricivs to Himerins Biſhop of Aragon : and 
the Beaſt muſt needes be then riſen, and in ation , becauſe ſoone 
after he began to receiue wounds , and at laſt his deadly wound, 
by the incurſions of the Gothes and Vandals, 

Thus power was giuen him to doe, and rhus he had it, but not 
ſo ſoone as fome haue thought. So that they who reckon his time 
of docing from the time that Con3Famine came to the Empire, or 
when the heathen Emperour was caſt out, or from the time of 
the V:cene Councell,or from the time that Conſtantine left Rome, 
or from the time of Pope 1#lizus may beginne to ſoone, And if 
not, then it. muſt needes be vnderſtood as others haue obſerued, 
power was ginen him to doe fourtie and two monethes ; but inthe 
time of the wound by the Gothes and Yardals , or at leaſt while it 
was fore and deadly , he had noe power to doe; therefore thoſe 
yeares ofthe yyound , yyherein he could doc nothing , muſt not 
be reckoned, vnlefle you allovy others for them : Which yet may 
be fevver by many than ſome haue thought ; becauſe the Gothes 
and Yardals did not raigne fo longe in Rowe, as they fay ; and fo 
the time of the yvound becing leſle then they giue , vvill bringe 
it to the ſame reckoning vvce make,or very neere it.Bnt indeede 
there is noe cauſe to expound it ſo, becaule it is cleare enough 
that the Beaſt yyas not riſen , or at leaſt bad not power to _s ſo 

1oone 


ſoone as they thinke; and withall that fro the time that the Gorhes 
firſt tooke Rowe to theire expulſion the Pope, had for the moſt 
part, power enough to doe, which is verrie behoofull to manifeſt; 


| becauſe men may thereby ſee that there is noe allowance to be 


given him for the time of the wound, or if any, yet butlitle, For 
Rome was more than once ſaued and reſcued ; and though it were 
taken againe , yet the Popes of thoſe times had as much power to 
doe,as cuer theire predeceſſors had,if not more.Beſides theGothes 
became Chriſtians ; many of them were indeede but Arrians ; yet 
Baronius {kewerth that they gaue thePope much power to doe:and 
queſtionles theire Kingdom did rather further the  myſterieof 
iniquitie then hinder it,as wee ſhall ſee by and by, Therefore our 
of doubt they are much miſtaken, who giue 140. yeares for the 
time of the Gothes Kingdom, begining is when Alaricus firſt tooke 
Rome , which they ſay was aboute the yeare 415, and ending it 
when Narſes vanquiſhed Torilas, Whereas others better { killed 
in hiſtorie ſhew that theire Kingdom laſted but 72, yeares : be- 
gining the timeafrter the firſt comming of Theodorices into tale, 
and cnding it as the former , when Torilas was vanquiſhed. And 
yet before that , extirpation of Tor/as , Beliſares the Emperours 
Leiftenant had entred Rome , taken Yiriges Kinge of the Gothes, 
and carried him captiue to Con#tantinople;and ve that when the 


Gothes , haveing choſen Torilas for theire Kinge, tooke Rome 


apaine, Beliſares recoucred it the ſecond time: But in his abſence 
they got ſtrength, wonne it againe,& then Varſes wholly expelled 
them out of /rahe, 


Now ſee theire errour who begin theire Kingdom ſo loone, 
and reckon the time of the waund to be x40. yeares, Begining 
them in that time of Honorins wherein Rome was firſt taken, 
For themſelues confeſſe that during the raigne of Honorins, 
Rome was twiſe taken , Alaricus and Ataulphus beeing the cap=- 
taines, and yet the Beaſt had not the deadly wound in the head, ſeemg 
it was rather a ſhamefull then a harmefull ouerthrow ( as Pompe- 
nins Letus ſheweth in the life of Honorins ; ) that when 


Honorins began to rouſe vp' himſelfe , the Gothes were expelled Sabell, En, 
ont of Ftalie , andeAttalus theire Kinge led mn triumph to- Rome, lib.1, 
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and after his right hand ws cut off ve was carried captiue to Liparaz 
that ſo longe as Avnorius aud Valentinian /z#zd, the MateFtie of the 
Empire was defend:d by theire Lyiftenants Conſtantius and Atctius, 
though theire Maiſters w:re ſl1%g and lafie, Yet Valentinians 
raigned many yeares after Honorins. 

The truth is, that before that Alaricus had taken Rome; but he 
gaue life toſ{uch as fled ro: Chriſtian Churches ; and then led his 
armie from Rowe with purpoſe to laile into Afrike , and ſetle his 
abode there: but eare longe he died. After his deſeaſe 4rariphus 
his Kinſmanreturned to Rowe with the Gothes, reſoluing to ouere ' 
throw all there, to build another citie, to change the name of it, 
& call it Gothia : but his wife P/acidia rhe lifter of Honorius with 

erlwations diuerted him : and the Gothes then departed and ad- 
dreiſed themſelues toward France and Sp.zine. Soe that it ſeemes 
the deadly wound was not yet giuen, nor the Popes power of 
doeing taken ſhort by them. For indeede ZoJimus, Boniface & 
Celeftine tooke much on them in this time. And the Emperour 
Valentinian, who raigned longe after that in the weſt, couenanted 
with the Vandals & aſſigned them bounds in Afrike to dwell in, 
And oe in his time Sixt#s ſucceeded CeleFine inthe papacie, and 
ruled 8, yeares, free enough from this wound ; and after him Leo 
was in quiet enough for a longe time ; but in his dayes indeede 
eArtilas King of the Hunnes inuaded Rome; and fo did Genſericius 
Kinge of the Yandabs hortly after : but Leo by his eloquence re- 
deemed Rome from fire , when both A:tilas and Genſericius would 
bane burned it, The later was neere aboute the yeare 450: and it 
hath beene thought a terrible blow : but ir ſeemed, the deadly 
wound was not yet giuen till the time of Odoacer and Theodoricus, 
For: Genſericus departed into Afrike , and the Popes after this had 
but too much power, as wee ſhall ſee by and by, Odoacer indeede 
inuaded ir, tooke it, and beſides the greateſt part of Fralie, flew 
Oreſtes, and compelled his Sonne ArgnFlus ro denude himſclfe 
of Imperiall honours; whereby the weſterne Empire of Rome was 
neron. 761.6, for 2 Eime extindt, while that Odoacer now raigned there, Yet as 
c1.476. art. Baronius and others ſhew, he did not moleſt the Pope 8 Clergie. 
1.2.3» Theodoricas killed him & raigned alone in 7talze for many yeares. 
But care longe after his death the Gothes. were beaten out of Rome 

by Buliſzres and Natſes. 
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Some perhaps will thinke that the deadly blow vyas not giuen 
till the time of Torr/as, after Behſares had recouered Rome ; be- 
cauſe Totilas rooke it againe aboute the yeare 547. And this yyas 
indeede the moſt fearetull deſolation rhat ener it had ; in ſo much 
that this Kinge vyas called Flageliym De:, that is the fcourgeof 
God, He caſt doyyne part of the yvalls, burned the hovyles, killed 
the Cir:Fens , ſo that neither man nor yvvoman remained therein 
for 40.dayes. I anfvver if this vyere the vyound,it laſted not: for 
he vvas ſoone vanquiſhed by Varſes, And if the vyound vvere 


- before in the time of Odoacer, or Theodoricus , or ſooner ; yet the 


matter is not to ſee hoyy longe the yyound laſted vnhealed ; but 
vyhether it hindred the Popes poyver of doeing for all that time, 
Wee hane f{eenc already to Leo; vyho ruled 21.yeares, & indeede 
rooke much on him,as appeared to the Conncell of Chalcedon : but 
the Papiſts arc ready enough ro boaſt and ſhevy you yyhat greate 
poyver he had to doe, After him Hiarizs continued 7. yeares, 
Simplicizes incceeded & continued 15.yeares, What power theele 
had, may appeare by theire Succeflour,yyholiued ina more dan- 
gerous time. This vvas Felix the III. vyho continued necre 9, 
yeares, He gouerned the Church of Rowe in the time of the Em- 
perour Zeno, vyhen Odoacer and Theodoricus contended for the 
Superioritie of 7ralie. He vvas nothing inferiour to his Anteceſ- 
ſors in zeale to aduance the Supremacie of the Roman Chaire. 
For he was ſo bold as to excomunicate Acativs Patriarch of Con- 
ftantinop!e , becauſe when Petrns Moggns gaue teſtimonie of his 
repentance , and the recantation of his errour, Acatizs ablolued 
him, and did not craue the aduiſe of Fe/ix , when he receiued 
him, like as he craucd his aduife before, when he excomunicated 
him, though now, there was lefſe neede, while Xfoggus teſtified 


his repentance and recantation, And herevpon Gelaſizs, who fuc- Gelaſ.in Fpif. 
ceeded Fe/{:x,grew fo infolent as to depriue Conſtantinople of the ad Dardanos, 


right of Patriarchſhip,and to prononnce that the See of Rome might 
without a Synod of himſelfe either abſolue thoſe whome a Synod had 
wrong fully condemned , or condemne ſuch as had deſerned it ; and ſo 
ſetteth vp his See aboue all Councells. And againe , The Canon, 
faith he, hath ordained that all Charches ought to appeale to this 
See,and from this See to nonezbecauſe this See inageth of all Churches, 
and noe Church of it,as beeing withant ſpot or wrinkle. Yet ( on 
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iuſtly permitted ) after this vaine boaſting , his next Succeſſor 
Anaſtatins had ſecret communion with the Accatian Hereticks,as the 
Pontificall booke ſheweth,adding, That therefore many Preiſts,and 
others of the Clergie withdrew themſelues from his communion , Fc, 
Symach \ucceeded , though not by full or plaine eleCtion ; for 
many held for Laxrexce, and each Faction kept quarter apart, till 
ſome beeing wiſer the ſome, the matter was referred to Theodorik. 
the King ; who preferred Symachw : and yer 4. yeares after Lau- 
rence was called home againe,6& the Factiss fell fairely to blowes, 
wherein were infinite ſpoiles aud murders committed , as Paulus 
Diaconns and Nicephorus ſhew. After Symachus ſucceeded Hor- 
miſda, who would looſe noe time. If we may beleeue his Epiſtles, 
he made diuers Biſhops his Vicars in ſundrie Prouinces of the 
Weſt : as Amitns Biſhop of Vienna in the Prouince of Narbona, 
Tohn of Arragon in Spanie on this {de the riuer Beris ; and on the 
otherſide SaluSt Biſkop of Sexill. Theeſe Biſhops deſiring preces 
dencie and ſuperioritie accepted of this title , and foe gaue the 
Pope much power to doe in thoſe times , at leaſt by his Subſti= 
tutes. | 

And indeede howſoeuer ſome thinke that the Gothss Kingdom 
tooke away, or hindred the Popes power of doeing , as it might 
ſeeme at ſome times, for a litle while: Yet to ſay truth for the moſt 
part it furthered and increaſed it, For the Emperours power was 
now bounded in the Eaſ#; and yet to recouer authority in the 
Weſt,they thought fit to hold intelligence with thePopes of Rome, 
and to make faire wether with them , by theire meanes to finde a 
doore open into 7talie. And therefore| whereas diuers Emperours 
had fauoured ſome herecies which the Popes had oppoſed, 7uſtine 
the Emperour, to be more pleaſing to the Pope, was contented ta 
ſend to conſult with him vpon certaine points of faith : which 


though it were no verrie greate matter, ſeeing diuers Emperours 


baue donne as much with ſome Preiſts , and Monkes , that haue 
beene famous for learning , iudgement and integritie ; as Charles 
the greate with Bertram a Preiſt aboute tranſubſtantiation : Yet 
the Popes ye may be ſure would in time make greate matters of 
theeſe preſidents, Wherefore Baronirs maketh much of a certaine 
ſentence taken out of a letter which [uſtine wrote to Hormiſda: 


which ſentence he cauſeth to þe printed in greate letters : Wee 
Ss gs beleene 
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beleene and hold for Catholike,that which was intimated to vs by youre 
religious anſwer. Soe dangerous it is to deale faircly with theeſe 
men, For Baronius thinks he hath gotten a greate ground of Su- 
premacie in that the Emperour 7##fize, and after him 7uStinian 
ſent ynto the Popes a confeſſion of theire faith;whichtthough they 
often did as much to other Biſhops , and might haue donne it to 
Preiſts alſo, without any giueing of ſupremaciey yet as the Popes 
were pleaſed to take the matter,it gaue thempower to doe, After 
Hormiſda came Tohy, 1, Theodoric the Kinge (ent him Ambatlodor 
to /nfine,to craue that the Arria Biſhops whome he had bainſhed 
_ be reſtored to theire places againe : elſe the Catholike 


Bi 


Here the Emperour , ſtill willing for a further ende, to pleaſe the 
Pope did him ſome honour : which yer as they take the matter 
gaue him power. But it ſoe diſpleaſed Theodoric , that at his re- 


tourne he clapt him in priſon, where he ended his life. Foelix the Tatind. 


4. {ſucceeded and ruled 4.yeares. He excomunicated Athanaſing 
Patriarch of Con#tantinople for hereſic;he ordained that Chriftians 
before theire departure out of this life ſhould be anointed with 
oyle : This is theire Sacrament of extreme yn&ion , inſtituted as 
yeſecby him. Whome Boniface the ſecond ſucceeded, though not 
without ſchiſme: for Dioſcorus was competitor while he liued, In 
his time Ez/alins Biſhop of Carthage ſubmitted himſelfe ynto the 
chaire of Rome : whereupon Boniface tooke occaiion of infolent 
inſulting,and that ſo far,that he is not aſhamed to write of Aure= 
lis Biſhop of Carthage , Saint Argrſtine Biſhop of Hippo, and of 
the reſt of the Fathers which were preſent at the ſixt Councell of 
Carthage, that they through the inſtigation of the dewill in the time of 
our Predeceſſours Boniface and Celeſte began to exalt themſelues 
againſt the Church of Rome : But Eulalins faith he now Biſhop of 
Carthage,ſeeing himſelfe m— the finne of Aurelius to ſfand ſepera= 
ted from the communion of the Roman Church , hath repented him 
tbzreof,intreating to be receined &c. This indeede gaue them greate 
power to doe, as they inſolently rooke it, | 

Foha the ſecond ſucceeded , whenas the Emperonr Iuſtinian 


beeing 1ewly come to the crowne,that he might pleaſe the Pope, 


and pet freinds jn /;a{ze , ſent to him , to affure him of his true 
D faith: 


ops in /talie ſhould expe the like at his bands : which made 7iberPowif, 
Pope /ohn with teares to perſwade rhe Emperour to condeſcend, 7 10b2s.1. 
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| faith. Baronims here oblerueth that , in his Epiſtle, he faith in this 
manner ; Wee are all carefull to aduertiſe yore holineſſe of all ſuch 
things as concerne the eſtate of the Church;wee indeauout to ſubmit and 
to vnite vnto youre holineſſe all the Biſhops of the Eaſt, Which words 
Pope John laidehold onywith both his hands in his anſwer to this 
letter ; where he telletlfhim , that amonge other his vertues , this 
was moſt eminent, that he ſ#ubretted all things to the See of Rome: 
whereas the Emperour mcant only to indeauour that the Heres 
ticks of the Eaſt ſhould ſubmit to the faith , and ſoe be vinted to 


(098 Tohn and other Biſhops that profeſſed it. Beſides he , and other 
y | Emperours had {aide as much to the Patriarch of Conſtantinople 
Þ Zleſſes myſt. and other Biſhups,as Mounſeire du Pleſſes hath proued, Yet thus 


Inquit. prog. the Gothes Kingdom rather furthered the Popes power then hin- 
Fes dred it, while in thoſe times the Emperour,to regaine 1talie, gaue 
him fairer words then orherwiſe he would haue donne. Agapetres 

| ſucceeded Fohy, and was preſently ſent,by Theodatzs the Kinge,to 
WA Tuſtinian to pacitie him for the ſlaughter of Amalaſuntha his wife; 
a fit commithon for a Pope, When he came a Councell was called 

at Conſtantinople, wherein Anthimius the Patriarch thereof, heeing 

an Entichean Herctick,was depoſed. Aud the trath is that Agapere 

beeing then at ConStantinople prefided in the Councell wherein 

eAnthimins was depoled , and Xenas placed in his roome; which 

We as Popes would take it , gaue them much power : he dicd there, 
iy, * And then $S#e7ixs the Sonne of Z19rmiſda , lomtime Biſhop of 
Rome , ſuccceded, He gouerned when /u$inian lent Beliſares to 
hghr againſt Yiriges, Theodora the Empretle ſent to S:lncrins defi 
l ring him to yeeld to the reſtoring of eAzthimins,and depoting of 
f Menas : Silzerias refuſed : wherefore Theodora lent to Beliſcrres to 
4 Paron.vol.7, Banith Silaxerizes, and to appoint /:9Jizzs Biſhop of Rowe,wimw had 
_ A. * promiſed to fulhill her defires : which was donne accordingiy. 
Wherefore Baronins ſpeaking of the entric of P1g1lias,calleth him 

a theife , a wolfe , a falſe Biſnop, an Amtichrist : Yer loone after he 

calleth him the Yicar of Chriſt , becauſe he did not keepe promiſe 

in reſtoring Anthimns the Heretike,, But therefore , as aliy for 

"i Anaſtaſ.in diuers greate crimes laide to his charge by the Romans, he was 
Yigilio, apprehended, led violently away , the people perſuing him with 
curſings and Stones, He waſt caſt into priton at Conftaminople,and 

then deliuercd againe, While he was in the Citie,the fift generall 

| Councell 
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Councell was held there : but he would not be preſent at it , leſt 
the dignity of the Roman chaire ſhould be impaired , if he fate 
there : For firſt Menas Patriarch of Conftantmople, and after him Pella. lib. 
Emicheus Biſhop of the ſame Sce , preſided there. Neither doth —— 
Hellarmine demie it, So N icephorus faith when Emichizes was by © 
the Emperour put in the roome of Afenas lately deceated , Vi 
gilins, though agreemg with him 11 points 9 f dottrine, yet re failed to fit 
by him, Buc yet Baronins ob{cructh that this Eurich:ns when he Paron, an, 
was cholen in the roome of e Menas tendred the profeflion of his 553: 
faith vnto igrlies:which though it were a thinge viually practiſed 
amonge Biſhops, and Pelag:zs the next Pope did as much to the 
Biſhops of 7:ate, yer,as Popes and Papiſts take the matrer,it gaue 
him power, 

Thus wee ſee that in almoſt all the yeares of the Gothes King= 
dom , the Pope had power to doc, and was {cldom hindred, bur 
oft times furthered by it. Pelzgirs the firſt, who ſucceeded Yr 
gi/ius,nad the wortt time of it for a while ; becauſe the Tirant To- 
rilas rhen raged and triumpacd in Rowe, which he vnpeopled for 
40.dayes : but he was foone vanquilled : and therefore the time 
of the Beaſts docing was litle hindred by them: and conſequently 
he muſt necdes be verrie ncere his ende,& may expire within 10, 
or 12,ycares; at leaſt within lefſe then 16. or 20, ycares from this 
preſent , or foone after; yea though his time of doeing began not 
till the daycs of Syricizs or Innocent , becauſe the yeares may be 
Egyptian yeares, as ſome haue thought probable. Howſoeuer 
though he may endure to doe a l/itle longer , as ſome thinke, yet it 
doth nor follow that Rome ſhall ſtand ſoc longe ; ſeeing itis ina 
manner cleare by the holy Scriptures, that he (hall ſuruiue her de- 
ſtruction. For after the fifth Angell hah powred his viall oz che Ren.16, 
throne or ſeate of the Beaſt , and thereupon his Kingdom waxeth 
darke : by which deede ( as ſome thinke ) may be meant the de- 
ſtru&ion of Rome , ſceing that is the throne or ſeate , and by her 
ruin his Kingdom muſt of neceſlity waxe darke : becauſe it doth 
moſt of all conſiſt off, and reft on the ſuppoſed chaire of Peter to 
remaine there for euer ; and a fond preſumption that the gates of 
helt ſhall neuer preaaile againſt that Church or Citie to roote 1t 
out; after theeſe things wee ſee the Beaſt ſuruiuing, and afrer the 
poxring out of the ſixth vial , the Beaſt ſendeth to gather the Kings, Rey,18.9, 
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and they are gathered but when the Citie ſhould be burned, they 


ſtand afarre off for feare of her tormentÞ,lamenting her ruin: there- 
tore they are not then gathered when the Citie is beſeiged , bur 
afterwards,when they are gathered together with the Beaſt,to make 
warre with hin that ſate on the horſe , and again#t his armie, Then 
they doe not ſtand afarre off, but are nn together and ſlaine; 
and the fowles are filled with theire fleſh, This battaile therefore ir 
ſcemes is after the racing of Babylos : and therefore I thinke that 
no man can giue any probable reafon why Rome ſhould not ex- 
pire within letſe then 10. yeares from this preſent yeare 1629, 
faue this only , that as yet he {eeth not thoſe Kings in armes, and 
fincerely endeauoring to doe it,that ſhould burne her, 

Here alſo hath beene ſome miſtaking aboute the hornes that 
ſhall deſtrpy her : which ſome thinke to be tenne ſucceeding Em- 
perours : and they take Charles the 5.to be the firſt of rheeſe, But 
beſides other good reafons that might be alleadged to the con- 
trarie,the preſent Emperonrs zeale to maintaine the Popiſh cauſe 
ſkewerh this to be abſurd. Much better therefore doe they ex- 
pound , who take theele horaes to be all Chriſtians Kings , free 
Princes and States, and that a certaine number is put for an yn- 
certaine,For indeede this Beaſt hath ypon his tenne hornes,tenne 
feuerall Crownes ; not one Crowne , but zenne ; to ſhew that they 
areſo many , or at leaſt a number of heads of {euerall Kingdoms 
and States: whereas the other Beaſt Reu, x2, which is the Ethnick 
Romane Empire , though it hath ſeauen Crownes on the ſeauen 
heads, to ſhew that thoſe were ſeauen ſeuerall ſucceeding formes 
of gouernment, of which the Emperours were one; yet that beaſt 
hath not tenne crownes one his hornes, becauſe thoſe tenne hornes 
were the tenne perſecutors , all Emperours or Kings of one 
Kingdom, baucing but one Crowne ; as the hornes of the Beaſt in 
Daniel alſo were ; of which eAntiochus Epiphanes was the litle 
horne. Which things, if they be well marked , proue that the 
hornes of the Popiſh beaft were not at firft 0. ſucceeding Empe= 
rours,who raiſed Roxes Pope to his glorie;8c that the hornes that 
ſhall hate and burne her , are not ro. ſucceeding Emperours; but 
divers Kings, free Princes and States, that ſhall at one and the 
ſame time doeit, Neither let any man thinke that Rowe can 
not be ſhortly deſtroyed , becauſe many Kings , free Princes and 
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States are yet obedient to the Pope and Church of Rewe. For noe 
man can proue that all the hornes of the Beaſt ſhall hate the whores 
or that all Chriſtian Kings ſhall fight againſt her : yea it is in a 
manner certaine that ſome of them ſhall continue with the Beaſt 


& whore till the ende of the warre. For whe ſhe ſhould be burned - 


weelee ſome Kings ſtanding afarre of, and weeping ouer her, al- 
though they doe not help her for ſeare of her tormet; as allo that at- 
rer this,the Beaſ# gathereth,8 hath diuers Kings on his {1de,when 
he is taken 6c deſtroied: theeſe without doubr are his freinds and 
belpers,and by conſequence may be ſome of the horxes: therefore 
though noe other King or Kingds ſhould be conuerted,yer Rome 
may be deſtroied by thoſe yyho already hate her. Neither ſhould 
the Saints feare the reſt, ſeeing the Scriptures ſheyy that they ſhall 
ſtand afarre of for feare, and not helpe her. Which doe got thinke 


* 


to be vyritten, as if I ſaid that no other Kinge, State or Kingdom 


ſhall be conuerted, and foe brought to fight againſt her , but only 
thoſe vyho are already Proteſtants. For though God doe com- 
monly , for his greater glorie , performe greate yyorkes by dmall 
meanes,and onerthroy y the greateſt encmies by a ſmaller povver 
then they themſelues are ; and that to ſome ſuch ende, he bath ſee- 
med to take away from the Proteſtant power, as he did from Ge- 
deons armie,to ſhew what he ca doe by a ftew,8 whe our ſtrength 
ſcemes to be brought toa low ebbe; and that it is therefore likely 
that he will alſo doe ſo in this deſtru&tion of Rowe and Antichriſt; 
yea though now for tneeſe many yeares noe King, State,or whole 
Nation haue yealded to be conuerted-by the Word,and that ther- 
fore there is ſmall hope of any (vnles peraduenture of _— 
ſceing they haue fo longe withſtood the Word ; yet it may pleaſe 
God to make any ; yea that one of the Kings that ſhall doe this 
may be the Emperour then liucing , and thar one of them may be 
the -4ngell of the throne ; yet to ſay for certaine that he , or other 
. Kings and States ſhall be conuerted , and {þall ioyne thercin , or 
that this or that Prince ſhall doe this thinge , ſauours to much of 
preſumption ; ſeeing the 'Scriptures doe not name the perticular 
Kingdoms, nor any perticular man, as of old 1oſiacin a like caſe 
x,King.x 3,therfore till theire owne inclinatio,or the enent ſhew 
this thinge,noc mi can ſay this Prince is that fift Angell;that other 
he that ſtandeth in the Sunne,viz,in the light and confadence of the 
Truth, ourpapohommeny Atorrnge > D> 
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, There hane beene ſome other miſtakings , which ſome have 
cauſed by applying thole things of D/zxtel chap.2. 43.44. chap,z. 
8.9:8&c, andeſperially chap. rx.36. totheende : and chap.r2, 
to the times of Antichriſt or of the Turki Empire, & thole that 

* M4. Brozgh- ſhould ſuffer vnder them ; which indcede as * others prone doe 
on ,and DIC. te out the times of Antiochns Epiphanes, & thole that followed 
Wiklet on Das ;- k | . 
ae. {oone after him: whole a&s and tirges,as in a manner all confeſle, 
arc deſcribed chap. 1x. yer.21, to 36. and indeede the Propheſie 
of the things that he ſhould doe is certainly continued there, as 
may thus be proued. I. The Angell had there cold Daniel of 
Par.10.14. he miſeries which the Iewes ſhould ſufter vnder eZntiochus 
& chap, 11. Epiphanes , who ſhould take away the daily Sacrifice , and ſet vp the 
31. abhomination,@c. And queſtion 1s made, ſaying, How longe ſhall it 
" beto the ende of theeſe wonders ? the the time when all theeſe things 
2.11, {hovidbefulfilled is expreſſed chap.x2.1r, From the time that . 
daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken away and the abhomination ſer vp , &c; 
the dayes areſummed to 1290. that is three yeares 7.monethes 6 
aboute x 3. dayes : therefore theeſe things could belonge to noe 
other time , much leſfe toa time foe farre off, as that of the Pope 
or Turke. 
chap.11.36, TIT. The word Hamelech, this Kinge hath reference to the for- 
mer Hiftorie : and the article ha is a note of demonſtration poin= 
ting our the Kinge before ſpoken of. Neither is there any likeli. 
19:1+- hood thar the Angel,who came now to wake him under$tand what 
ebap.11.2. ſhould befall the Tewes, and to tell him the truth of the viſtons,would 
lo ſodainly and at once , make ſuch a large ſtep, as is from the 
time of eLntiochus Epiphanes to Antichriſt,or the Twrke,and that 
without telling Damel , that now he would ſhew him another 
Kinge and Kingdom ; which ſeeing he did'nor here , as he had 
* See verſ.2, donne concerning all the former * Kings and Kingdoms , both 
3.4-5-6.7. here and alſo chap. 8. 20, it is plaine that he ſpeakes of the ſame 
"” Kinge and Kingdom: and ſo indeede whereas he had ſpoken be- 
werſ. 6. fore of the Kings of the North and Sorth, viz. Syria and Egypr in 
7.&c. theire ſeuerall ſucceſſions; and came at laſt to «Zntiochus Epipha- 
vrſ.21, mes Kinge of the North,and his a&ts,both againft the Kinge of the 
South, and alſo againſt the Tewes ; he|there without intermiſſion, 
or variation , continueth ſpeaking of them vnderthe ſame titles 
yerſ, 40. which is an infallible argument , that he continueth 
| ſpeaking 


chap. 
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ſpeaking of the ſame Kinge, Kingdoms and times, 

III. The fequell of the Storic anſwereth to the Propheſie: 
for eAntiochns did: all this, as * many baue proucd our of the, ,,, » 
Aaccabes ,and other Hiſtories, Willet on Da- 

Neither let any man thinke that Antichriſt can not be deftroied *! 

till Chriſt come to indgement ; and that therefore it will be in 
vaine to beare armes againſt him, and his Supporters in theeſe 
times, For if it could beſo that he ſhould ſtand till then; yet noe 
man can be fare that the day is farre off or ar hand. Bur ir is ma- 
nifeſt by the Scriptures, that thoſe words of Saint Paul , Whom 2.Theſ.2, 
the Lord ſhall conſume with the Spirit of his mouth , and ſhall deſtroy 
with the brightnes of his comm:ug , rauſt necdes be meant of that 
comming, when the armizs follow him, Reuel,19, For then Anti- 15, .*ovcl 
chriſt is deſtroyed , and then alſo Chriſt ighteth with the Spirit, verſ. 20.21, 
or ſword of his mouth, So he ſaide of Pergamos,and the falle Tea. ap. 2,16, 
chers in her , Repent-, or elſe I will come ynto thee quickly, and wall 
fight again#t them with the ſword of my month. And lo the delinerer Iſa. 59, 19. 


ſhall come to Sion, as Ifaiah ſhewes, It is moſt manifeſt, therefore 29+ © Rom, 


I fay that Saint Paul meaneth ſuch a bright comming againſt An- 
tichriſt, both with the Wora, and with the {words of Princes ; and 
that he (hall be wholly deſtroyed as allo that after his deſtruc- 
tion the Nations Gog and agog ſhall fight with the Saints, and rex. 20.9. 
that before the day of indgement, For the day of iudgement 

ſhall come as a theife in the night , and noe man can know before 

when it (hall be : but when ze Angell ſtanding in the Suune hath rev, 1 Q,1 +, 
called many to the cert: ine deſtruction of Antichriſt,and his Sup- 
porters,cuen to eate the jl:ſh of Kings,and the fleſh of Captaies CF. 

and at the {ame time Anrticbrift hath allo called many ro fight in 

his defence ; Antichriſt is taken and deſtroyed : bur if the World 

ſhou!d then haue an ende, then all who are calicd to this Battaile, 

at leaſt all that come againſt him, might know the day of tudge- 

ment : for they are called to the certaine deſtruRtion of him and 

his , to cate the fleſh of Kings &c, but the whole World can not. 

haue fo ſure and viſlible a ſigne , of the ending of the World, 

ſeeing the Scriptures are contrarie hereynto, and ſhew that after 

this another bartaile is fought with Gog and agog : and there- 

fore the World can not then ende, 'The like might alto be {aide, 


when afterwards the ations Gog & Magor are gathered toges 
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Reu. 19.14. 
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ther in battaile againſt the Saints Reu, 20.7, if the world were to 
ende with that battaile the Saints that meete there , might know 
it before. But this they doe not know, therefore the world is not 
roende at that time. Yet how ſoone after that it ſhall ende God 
only knowerh. It ſeemes that as the ,Iſralires ſoone forgate his 


wonders in Egypt, fo will thoſe that ſuruiue theeſe two battailes; / 


and then, they beeing in ſecurity,the day will take them of theire 
poſteritie as a theife in the night. Soe that theeſe obie&ions doe 
not hinder but that all theeſe things may ſhortly be fulfilled; eſpe- 
tially Romes Rin. Wee muſt not thinke that Gods Spirit will 
alwaies ſtrixze with that Church, noe more then he did with the old 
world ; to whome he gaue x20, yeares time of repentance , when 
once the longe ſuffering of God waited , while the Arke was pon 
in the dayes of Noahza preacher of righteonſnes; and {o indeede God 
hath now giuE Rome well neere the like time ſince the preaching 
of Luther : wherein God by him and others would haue cared 
Babel, but ſhe would not. Therefore when his longe ſuffering bath 
a like time waited, and they _ not to gine him glorie , her 
Ruin muſt needes approach and follow. 

And indeede the warres and other troubles that are already 
begun amonge many nations, ſhew that theeſe things are ar hand, 
and namely tbat ere longe Rome the greateſt bows. of them ſhall 
be deſtroied. The blood of the Saints ſhed in theeſe warres cries 
to heauen for ſpeedie vengeance on Pope & Tyrke , but efpetially 
and firſt of all on Rowe , as the caule of all, For ſhe denided the 
Empire into Eaft & weſt, and ſo made way for the Tzrke toenter 
by that diuifion, and was therein the cauſe of all the ſlaughters 
which fince haue beene made by Twrkes ypon Chriſtians.It would 
alke to much time to recks vp all the watres that ſhe hath cauſed, 
and the blood that ſhe hath otherwiſe ſhed in former times. To 
ſay nothing of the execrable practiſes of the bloodie inquiſition,if 
wee only looke on the warres ofChriſtendom in theeſe times, wee 
may finde that ſhe hath beene the increaſer if not the prouoker, 
and ſo beginner of them all. Call to minde yyhat her inſtruments 


the leſuits and Preifts made the Emperour doe againſt tlie Bohe- 


mans, to make them reuolt, and {oe to breede all thoſe yyarres 
there & inthe Palatinate, to the cruell martyrdom of many thou- 


{ands of Proteſtants, & all Rill by the animation & encouragemet 


of the 
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of the Pope and Romiſh Clergie, See what troubles and ſlaugh- 


eers they haue raiſed in Garmanie , France and the Low countries; 
and how eaſe will it be to tinde her guiltie of all the blood , that 
hath of late becne ſhed in all theeſe places? and rhat therefore ſhe 
is like to be as dangerous to all that ſuruiue, if ro preuent it , ſhe 
be not the ſooner deſtroyed? as it is written, The Woman was py. ,, 6. 
drunken with the blood of the Saints and of the Martyrs of Teſus,* In * chap, 18, 
her was found the blood of the Saints , and of all that were ſlaine vpon *+ 
earth.And indeede they are ſtill ſo fierce in perſuite of blood, and 
haue ſo greate hope of bringing all Nations to the obedience of 
theire Pope and Church, that there is noe probabilitie, that they 
will euer giue ouer, till ſhe be deſtroyed, 

And he that will may fee, that God hath therefore permitted 
her to pgoe on in this wickenes, to the ende thar all true Protef. 
rants , all true Chriſtians , might be thereby moued in Chriſtian 
pitie,and for the ſaueing of Chriſtian blood (which otherwiſe ſhe 
will not ceaſe to ſhed) to combine theire forces to remoue her 
props, to weaken her greateſt Supporters, the howle of eLzſtr:a, 
the French and the Polonian-;and then to pull her downe: for her 
fennes haue reached vp to Heauen , and God hath remembred her wic= 
kednes, Chriſt againſt whome they fight, as heallo againſt them, 
bath as it were by all theeſec things ſaide to them that {eeke peace 
with or for Papiſts, as eh to cach meſſenger , What ha#t thon to _ ... : 
doe with peace , turne thee behinde me ; and concerning Rome , as he ;$, hs 
concerning leZabel ; Who 15 on my fide , who ? Yea God hathas it 
were by all theeſe things proclaimed warrs , and ſhewed that he 
will haue warres till ſhe be deſtroyed ; and who then is able 
ſo to reſiſt his will , as without her Ruiz ro worke peace? 
For the Kings muft deſtroy her , and the warrs mencioned 
Reu.17.16, andchap, 19. can not be preuented. And therefore 
though the Proteftants in all countries doe now ſeeme to be in 
more danger then Rome and Antichriſt; yet it is marueilons ro ſee 
how God hath begunne to prepare, & fit all things to this worke. 
Firft by ſuffering the Papifts to prouoke Proteſtant Princes and 
States to it by theire warres, vi&tories and practiſes. Secondly by 
taking away, or at leaſt binding and weakening the greateſt ime 
pedinent and danger;and indeede by weakening,or halfe pulling 
away her props, T be greateſt impediment and danger that hath 
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euer beene ſ{uſpected.is , that if Proteſtants and Papifts ſhould 
fight one againſt another,the T#rke would take that for an oppor- 
tanitie to breake in ypon them & endanger all Chriſtendom, But 
by the ill ſucceſſe, which was lately giue him in Poland,his warres 
with the Perſians, and others, the lazines and indiſpoſition of his 
[ani7aries, the ſ1newes of his warre, theire inſolencie and ftubbor- 
nes , who will now doe but what they lift, the murder of Oſmond 
by them, the vnapt or rather fooliſh humours of « Muſtepha tbart 
hath beene twiſe depoſed , and the childiſhnes of bim te now 
raigneth,God hathas it were tak<E all the cauſe of that feare away: 
and while of late he hath ſuffered them to doe nothing againſt 
Chriſtends worth the mentioning, he hath conuinced thoſe prea- 
chers and others in England and el{where of notorious flaterie 8& 
trecherie who while the Palatinate and other proteſtant bulwarks 


were in danger, to get preferment by pleaſing the late Duke, 


his Mother and ſome others, hindred ſupplies and timely aide, 
by crying out againſt theele warres of Proteſtant againſt Papiſt, 
and ſaying it would bring in the Tarke to get all. Which hath 
beene the cauſe of grearte loſſes to Proteſtants : for in the meane 
while the howle of AuStria and the French Kinge preuailed., Be- 
ſides if the worſt ſhould come,yiz.that the T#rke ſhould attempt 
it, he can only endanger the Popiſh Princes that lie next him,and 
{o keepe them buified that they ſhould nor be able to reſcue 
Rome : ncither is it likely that he could eafely ouercome them. 
For Poland alone hath of late beene hard enough for him ; and 
the Take indecede is not ſo dangerous to our Religion as the Pa- 
piſt, who doth daily ſtriue more by eagre warres and praCtiſes to 
ſubdue vs , then the Tz»rke doth. Beſides the Terke ſuffers Chri(- 
tians to enioy theire religion in his dominions with leſle perſe- 
cution : the Papiſts in theire dominions put all Proteſtants to 
death or greate damages. 

God hath alſo in ſome reſpe&s pulled aſide and weakened the 
mightieſt props of Rowe and Antichriſt : as firſt the Emperonr, 
who notwithſtanding all his Victories and ſtrength , is , in that 
reſpe&, of {upporting Rome, much weakened, becauſe he is in ſo 
much danger of the Twrkes, and of his owne diſcontented Sub- 
ie&ts, Nobels, Huſ bandmen and others , that he can nor come to 
belpe her, for feare they ſhould in the meane while ioyne y_ 
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him with the much injured Princes of Germanie ; he beeing alſo 
farre off from Rowe, The like may be faide of Poland;and in ſome 
ſort of France alſo. 1talie is diuided amonge many Princes , moſt 
of them of {mall force , and ever at diſcord, Penice the 
ſtrongeſt of them hath longe beene at variance with the Pope, 
The pgreate whore then hath but one preate prop , one greate {up- 
porter , namely the Kinge of Spaine , whole ſtate ( as many haue 
* proued) is nothing ſecure, but ſtands on (liperie and diſunired 


* Sr, Fran. 
: - : Bacon: lo. Ve- 
grounds:againſt whome all Proteſtant Princes haue caule to heht ram , bis 


as againſt one that ſeekes a IMonarchie,to be vniuerſall Kinge,yea a _—_—_ 
ro ſupport the papacie, & to bring all ro his & the Popiſh lubiec- gn. A 
tio:* But he that helpeth & he that is holpen ſhall both fall when God Spanie. 


| ſhall come downe to jight for Sion: And therefore when he ſhall *1j4,30.3-4 
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pieaſc ro weaken or remoue this Prop from {upporting that See, 
the way lies open to Roe, and her tinall ouerthrow, The vnited 
States haue done nobly againſt him,efperially of late in the Indies; 
and' if others would as fincerely ftrine and indeauour to doe as 
much , it might ſoone be effected ; at leaſt if the Teſuited freinds 
of Rome and Spanie,that lurke in proteſtant States, were once dif- 
couered and expelled, 

All which things conſidered , I can not enough vyonder at the 
coldnes of this age, yyherein there are many, ſome alſo of greate 
auctority & ſtrength, yyho knovy the Beaſt, and ſee his Miniſters 
yyorking together and tiranizing, and yet are not moued to fur- 
ther this vvorke by the beſt meanes vvith Conftancie, courage & 


perſeuefance, Are not thoſe things fulfilled? Becauſe iniquirie ſhall Mat. 24.1 2, 
abound the lowe of many ſhall waxe cold, e All ſecke theire owne , and Phil, 2.21. 


no man that which is Chris ; that fo he alone mighr raigne in ſpi- 
rituall matters : ſeeing nothing indeede but the deftruQtion of 
Rome can yvorke this, or giue peace and felicitie to the Church, 
as all mE may ſee, vyho either looke diligently into the Scriptures 
or into the praiſes of the enemies ; and how Princes are anima- 
ted by Romiſh Spirits : yetI confeile that this can not eafely be 
donne till the Kings of Spanie and France , her cheifeſt props and 
champions, be firſt yveakened , and pur in feare of her torment; 
vyhich (indeede vvill make them ſtand a faroff, and foe) is a part 


of the vvorke, But vyhen ſhe is deſtroied,a greate multitude crie, Ren. 19. 6, 


Allelaia : For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. | 
E 2 And 
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And will they then be ſlack in giueing theire moneyes , wea 
pons, labours , counlailes or conſents to this worke ? The Papiſts 
are not fo in theire warre againſt ys, The Pope beſtowerh his 
falic bletfings on them , and they ſhew theire greate thankfulnes 
for theele falle benefits, in fighting manfully to aduice his King- 
dum, and giucing moneyes and other helpes to further the ſame. 
Chriſt hath beſtowed more, yea greater and truer benefits on vs, 
euen all wee haue in heauen and earth, by them to binde ys to be 
as true ynto him : and who then can eſcape his wrath , that is not 
2 King.19. faithfull and thankfull ? HeJekia was in danger of enemies, and. 
chap tak + after ſicke vnto the death: eAnd the Lord ſaucd He7ekia: * But He- 
25. ** Zekia rendred not againe according to the benefit donne unto him : for 

his heart was lifted yp, therefore there was wrath vpon him, and vpon 

Tudah and Teruſalem. He hearkened to the flatteries of the A/ſt- 

rians the enemies of God , was to conuerſant with them, and did 

not refuſe them, and truſt in God who faued him; which was yn- 

<<4p.16. thankfulncs, A fault that was alſo in «ſa, who at firſt relied on 
7. the Lord,and was mightely delivered: afterwards he relyed on the 
Kinge of Syria, and not on the Lpprd, and was therefore puniſhed 

with warres, Who then would not be more thankfull,and cleaue 

more faſt ynto Chriſt,then Papiſts doe to the Pope ? and that be- 

cauſe they that follow Chriſt ſhall aſſuredly be Vi&tors, Reu.17. 

* 2er/.9. T4. Chap. 19,18.20, * For the eyes of the Lord ranne to.and fro 
thronghout the whole earth to ſhew himſelfe ſtronge in the behalfe of 

Tortus. pag. them,whoſe heart 1s perfit toward him, Tortus ſaith, 1# ory ſuperna- 
—_ rail birth in baptiſme wee are to conceine of a ſecret and implied oath, 
which wee take at our new birth to yeelde obedience to the ſpiritual 

Prince , which is ChriSts Vicar, As if hefaide that intheire Bap- 

*Seethe C4- tifme they receiucd the marke of the Beaſt : for: ® that is to re- 
--wh/$; # ceiue and obey his law , as on the contraric to receiue , obey and 

Ian. . . 

pag. 282, & profeile Gods. Word is to haue Gods marke : but wee are bapti- 
296, zed in the name of the Trinitic , not of the Pope : And if they 
thinke that they owe {o much to the Pope, what owe wee to God 

and his Chriſt? What owe wee to our Saujour,and our Brethren 

which are members of his myſticall body? When wee were 

baptized wee receiued the promiſe , and conſequently the marke: 

of God,promiling to fight manfully ynder his Banner agamſt all his 

enemies, 


- 
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enemies, and to be Chri#ts faithfrull Seruants and Souldiers vnto our 


lines ende , ſuch as truſt in him that he ſhall ouercome all enemies. x/. 2. 


Let not Princes therefore be like them that goe downe to Eg pt 


for helpe, and ſtay on horſes, and trust in Charets : but looke not to the Tſe. 31.1.2, 
holy ene of Iſrael , neither ſecke the Lord : yet he 25 alſo wiſe , and will 3: 4+: 


bringe euill, and not call back his words, Let therefore noe Proteſtant 
Prince ſecke leauge with Papiſts, as Aſa did with Syrians , who 
thereby difpleaſed the Lord, as alſo by relying on them. For 
the Papiſts as the Egyptians are men and not God, and there horſes 
fleſh and nat ſpirit : When the Lord ſhall ſfrerch out his hand , both he 
that helpeth ſhall fall , and he that 1s holpen : for the Lord of hots 
ſhall come downe to fight for e Mont Sion, Let vs thereforc 
looke into:the Word of God, and ſee what God would haue to 
be donne againſt them;nort to-ioyne firſt (againſt the Tzrke) with 
them , who haue the 92arke of the Beaſt. Doth Chriſt ſecke the 
helpe of his enemies ? that is, the helpe of Antichriſt, or of them 
who hauc the marke of the Beaſt ? there can be noe more ſafety, 
nor good in mingling and ioyning with them , then was ynto the 


Iſraelites mingling with the heathen , and in ioyning ynto Baal pſy}.106, 


Peor, or with the Egyptians: Ifa. 30,2. And if Papiſts 1oyne with 
Proteſtants, they will worke , and haue hope to bringe tfiem to 
theire religion : they are verrie ſubtill in perlwading , working a 
thouſand wayes , and will not ſticke to compell , if it lie in theire 
power, They yvould caſt to haue the Generall of rheire religion: 
and if they could be pertyyaded to fight vnder a Proteſtant Ge=- 
nerall,yet the Scriptures ſhevy that in Chriſts armie, there ſhall be 
none that haue the marke of the Beaſt: for they that are with him are 
called, and choſen and faithfull, They follow him clothed in fine linnen, 
white @& cleane: and hane his Fathers name written in theire forheads; 
and conſequently arc not Papiſts, defiled with the #:2rkg & name 
of the Beaſt, Ncither thall there be any Papiſts in Chriſts warre 
againſt the Turke, when he is onerthrowen. For as lſhewed the 
Saints doe firſt fight againſt the Beaſt, and the Kings with him: 
the Beaſt , and the Kings and people that are with him are oner- 
throwen ; lome of them are ſlaine in battaile , the Beaſt and falſe 
Prophet are taken : but the remnant were ſlaine with the ſword of 
him that ſate ypon the horſe : which ſword proceedeth out of his 
moth : that is conuerted to Chriſt by his Word, 
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23. 85, 


Ren. 15.14, 


c-4p. 19,1 4. 
hap, 1 4. 1, 


chap.19. 27, 


And then and not before they come to-be of Chrifts armie again 
the Turke chap. 20. therefore Chriſt yvill not haue Proteſtants to 
ioyne vvith Papiſts againſt che Turke , but rather to joynethem- 
{clues firſt againſt Antichriſt 8 his,afteryvards againſt theTurke, 
neither can mortall man be vviſer then God , that they ſhould 
finde a better vvay then. God hath determined & reuecaled; yyho 
out of doubt vyill neuer proſper any other contrarie defigne, 
how religiouſly ſoeuer it may ſeeme to be yndertaken, 

Wee ſhe they indeauour wholly to roote out all Proteſtants, to 
come into Chrifts inheritance,where he raignetb, and that where 
the Lord was lately ſerued , there the Pope is now worſhipped, 
idollatrie erected, and our Brethren afflicted with milſerie and 
death ; neither are they. moned to helpe rightly and ſpeedily, 


_ i wan, 5 m2 
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whoſe duty itis : whichpleaſeth the Papiſts , that ſo. when ſuch 


haue ſuffered theire Brethren to periſh , they may alſo roote out 
them, Which I write not to ſtirre vp any private man tolifr yp his 
hand againſt any perticular Papiſt whatſocuer ; nor yet to ani- 
mate the Subiects of theele Popiſh Tirants to riſe , and fight for 
theire religion after the exemple of the Tewes vnder e{ntiochs 


2Dat.11. 32 Epiphanes : of whome it is faide , z the people that doe know theire 


God ſhall be ſtronge and doe exploits, Irather wiſhthem to ſuffer, 


2Rom.12, And waite his leiſure, who faith, a-YVengeance is mine, and I will re- 


19. 


bReK.13. 


1.0, 


echap.14 


pay : as he hath denounced againſt theeſe Tirants,the Champions 
of Antichriſt , ſaying , Þ He that leadeth into captimitie ſhall goe into 
captimitie: he that killeth with the ſword mmſt be killed with the ſword, 
Here 15 the patience and the faith of the Saints. Patience in waiting 
for this,and faith in beleening it; rather yelding to ſuffer, then to 


.12 receiue the marke of the Beaſt, as chap, x4. © Here 1 the patience: 


of the Saints ; here are they. that keepe the commandements of God, 
ard the faith of deſus, But if ye, © Princes and States , in whoſe 
power its to helpe theeſe afflicted ones , be true Proteſtants and 
Seruants of Chrift,, thinke the Lord doth as it were aſke yon, 
whether they that thus afflict Gods Seruants be of Chriſts armie 
or noe 2 ye will anſwer , they are not ; but rather of Antichriſts 
armie , haueing the marke of the Beaſt in theire right hand , and 
bearing armes againſt Chriſt; then by conſequence, they who fin- 
cerly reſiſt, if they be not ſubie&s to the Tirants, but free , are of 


Chriſts armie , and Chriſt is with them : and without doubt , all 
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men of ripe yeares, if it be in theire power to be of cither , are of. 

one of thecle armies ; there is no meane betweene ; for Chriſt 

faith, He that is not with me 15 againſt me, And that will ſuch finde 

in the day of the Lord,when he 4 ſhall come to girte enery man as his qpey.2 1. 
worke ſhall be. 

In the meane while,whether or no,ci wee ſay that wee lone our | 
Chriſtian Brethrex- , yea or God himlelte ? yet wee ſay, e wee lone , NO __ 
him, becauſe he firs lowed ys, But S.lohn faith, Hereby perceine wee tchap. 3416, 
the lowe of God, becauſe he laide downe h1s life for vs,and wee ought to | 
lay downe our lines for the brethren. See what Abraham did, , when 5.44 
he heard that his brother was taken captine, he armed his trained Ser- CEN 
uants,brought again his brother Lot,and his goods,the women alſo _ _ 
the people. ® And if ye be Chriſts, then are ye Abrahams ſeede. i ff ye wo wy 


* were Abrahams children,ye would doe the workes of Abraham, leho- 


ſhaphat likewiſe k helped 1ſracl againſt the Mſoabits, Religion & * 2.King. 3. 
the profeſſours thereof were in danger ; wherefore he ſaide ynto 7” 
fehoram, , I will goe vp; Iam as thou art, my people as thy people, my | 2.Chro. 16. 


| hoiſes as thy horſes. Fle truſted in God , and he proſpered therin, 4 


For the eyes of the Lord runne to and fro throughout the whole eatth, 
to ſhew himſelfe ſtronge in the behalfe of them whoſe heart 1s perfit tows 
ards him, They that ceaſe to truft in him , and rather rely on the 
helpe and alliance of his enemies, them he forſakes, as wee ſee in 
e-1ſa, who relyed on the Kinge of Syria. But Tchoſhaphat helped 
his brethren, as Abraham did. He thought it not enough to fay,l 
am a Prince of peace, if I may haue peace with the enemies, why 
ſhould I hazard my owne to helpe others ? it ſtands not with pol- 
lecie. For if ſuch excuſes would haue ferued ; ,, the inhabitants af mIudg.s, 
Meroz conld hane ſaide much for themſelacs , as that they loued 23+ 
peace, & abhorred the ſheeding of blood,and fought theire owne 
ſafety. Bur if the enemy knowing they will not fight be therefore 
the more emboldened to deſtroy theire brethren firſt , that they 
may afrerwards deſtroy them , then this wilfall peace is rather 
merciles crueltie to theire brethren and to themſel[nes , then true 
charitie to any, For enemies haue moſt defire to fight with them 
whome they perceiue to be faint hearted , as aſſured that they 
ſhall thereby preuaile, Therefore ſuch polecie is rather extreame 
folly than true vyiſdom: becauſeGod loues not, but forſakes them 
vyho forſake him or theire brethren, ” My heart is towards the nverſ.9, 
= | Goner- 
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Gozernonrs of Iſrael that offered theſelues willingly amonge the people. 
overſ.1%. . © Zebulun and N ephtal: were a people that reoparded theire lines unto 
the death in the high places of the field, viz. to helpe the Lord and 
theire brethren , and were therefore bleſſed : Meroz did not ſoc, 
and was therefore p Crſed , as guiltie of blood that might haue 
beene ſpilt, and as one not regarding the crie of the afflicted. But 
gbſa.g.12, God 9 when he maketh inquiſit:on for blood he remembreth them : he 

forgetteth not the crie of the afflifted, Will not he then finde ſuch as 
rs. Hall, neglect them guiltie ? for as a famous Diuine faith , - Excn pera 
Contemp. the miſſion in thoſe things wee may remedy , makes vs no leſſe aftors then 
<a of Gi- conſent; ſome men kill as much by looking 0n,4s others by ſmiting : wee 

: are gmilrie of all the enill wee might hane hindred. And indeede the 
ſro. 24.10, holy Ghoſt ſaith; f/f thow faint in the day of aduerſnty,thy ſtrength is 
11.122 ſmall, If thou forbeare'to deliner them that are drawen vnto death,and 
thoſe that are readie to be ſlaine : 1f thou ſateſt, behold wee kney it not: 
doth not he that ponaereth in the heart conſider it ® and he that keepeth 
thy ſole doth he not know it ? and ſhall not he render vnto enery man 

according to his worke, 

It therefore behooucth him to ſtirre who either regardeth his 
owne ſaluation,or Gods protection. Let them therefore, who may 
give helpe , take heede while there is time ; eſperially ſeeing the 
cauſe is common to all , and not God and ciuill pollecie only, but 
euen common ſenſe teacheth this with the Pott, ©c9%id 

AAd te pot paulo ventara pericula ſentis? 
Nam tua res agitur paries cum proximn ardet. 

Which ſaying is the more to be regarded , becauſe he that will 
may know,that the Spaniſh Kinge who is called Catho/ich,aimeth 
at the Catholick gouernment, Howſoeuer what will he and they 
not doe for the Catholicke cauſe, as they call it, who are gouerned 
by the Pope, Rome, and the Ieſuits and Preiſts > or who haue the 
marke of the Beaſt, and conſequently are led by the deuill and his 

Rex.i6, Agents? theeſe frogs and locuſts are Spirits of demils. Are they not 
then, as much to be truſted in any thinge they pretend , as of old 

Aztiochus Epiphanes the Syrian) Kin ge,who came in peaceablie to 

the Subie&s of another Kingdom, and with gifts and flatteries 

: Dar. 11.26 wrought them * to betray it,namely Egyprot whome therefore it 
þ es , *)* was ſaide, * By pzace he ſhall deſtroy many. u After the leauge made 
23.24 With him, he ſhall worke deceitefully , for he ſhall come vp , and ſha 
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p verſ.23. 
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become ſtronge with a ſmall people: He ſhall enter peaceablic:and { catter 
amonge the —_— and riches: and he ſhalt forecaſt his deniſes againſt 
the ſtronge holds for a time;viz. till he had corrupred the Egyprians, 
raiſed fa&ions amonge them, and ſo prepared them to betray the 
Kingdom to the greate armie he intended to bringe , and which 
he I * brought : alſo touching his craft to obtaine [zdea , and * 0-25. 
ouerthrow religion there ; * He ſhall hane tutglligence with them *ver. 29. 513 
that forſake the holy conenant. And ſuch as doe wickealy againſt the 
conenant ſhall he corrapt by flatteries. Wherein he and they were 
lively types of Antichriſt and his inſtruments , and of his ſecret 
freinds that are falſe brethren in other Churches and States. 
Now therefore if any man thinke that Papiſts are wore {i1ncere 
in theire pretences to Proteſtits;let him remember what doctrine 
the Councell of Conffance left them, fidem Hereticrs non ſeruandam: 
yea lethim reade Vamar. in Manual. cap. 12, num.18. cap. 21. 
& Sam, Aphor. tit, de teſtibus ;7and then tell me , whether they 
thinke it lawfull tro equiuocate , and delude Hereticks with {ub- 
telties? atleaſt for the Catholick cauſe?and how longe they are to 
be truſted , I would he would ividge whome it moſt concerneth: 
and eſpetially ſeeing God hath ſeemed to haue lately warned ys 
of ſuch dangers: I doe not meane ſo much by ſignes 8 prodegies, 
as by that which they haue donne to our brethren in other King- 
doms and prouinces, Howloeuer wee know that the Pope, and 
his thinke and affirme * that warre vndertaken for the caule of * Symaxch. 


religion is without controucrſie lawdable and good ; * that peace 721. carhol. 
Cap. 45 .nuM, 


. Is not te be made, nor kept with Hereticks : yea they fay that the , 0211. 


Pope hath right /mperia, regna, principatus,07 quicquid habere mor- againſt the 
rales poſſunt auferre & dare; and that to whome he will as he ſaith; ©M:#79 of 
and blaſphemoufly he for this thinge abuſeth that place Ter.g.10, <Thuan. liſt, 
as Hadrian in an Epiſtle to the Archbiſhops of Tremeire , Ment7, 41b.42. ad 
and Colen, whence had the Emperonr the Empire but from vs*Behold yeh . 
he Empire 15 in out power to gine is to whome wee will, For therefore lib.63. ad 
are wee of God ſet ouer nations, and Kingdoms to deſtroie,to plucke Up, 4mMm.15 77. 
to build and to plant. What he , and his beeing of the ſame body lbs _ 
and opinion haue donne in theeſe times , and daily goe aboure, cap. 45 .num. 
there is no neede to tell ; the matter it ſelfe declareth, and that in * 5: Fn. 
man ntries. Such is theire induftrie ; who (as wee may well ** 75 
y cou uchis t nduſftrie ; ( y 
thinke) will by theire tounges , fubtelties , gifts, hands and =_ 
F oe 


yReu,nd, 


Ren.13.9, 
70, 
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doe all things that they can for theire _ & brethre; whome 
allo wee know without commandement from God to endeauour 
with all poſſible labour night and day, to venture theire verrie 
lines to proffit the Pope & Church of Rome, and to roote out the 
Proteſiars; although 1n all rbeefe things, they to theire cuerlaſting 
damnation profoundlie take the marke of the Beaſt in theire for- 
heads, and in theire hands. And it all not wee then be content to 
ove forth for Chriſt , and vnder Chriſt to doe as much as they, 
while wee may both benefit the Church of Chriſt, and ſecure our 
{elues ? the yoice laith of the whore ſitting on many waters; Y reward 
her as ſhe hath rewarded you. Behold then what they doe,8 indea- 
our, and then if thou beeft a ſincere Chriſtian thou wilt ſay,ſhall 
they doe theeſe things vnpuniſhed? theeſe things are all donne & 
vndertaken not only out of coucteouſnes, or inadelire of rule, 
bur alſo for the Pope and Church of Romecs fake, yea for the 
Clergies ſake ; andindeede by theire vnceſſant inſtigations : but 
when the cauſe why they doe theele things ſhall be taken away, 
theeſe will ceaſe, peace will enſue,and Chriſt ſhall raigne alone in 

ſpirituall matters, 
Wee knovy allo that all things vvhich the Pope and his doe 
againſt vs for religion ſake, are verrie much againſt Chriſt,as the 
Scriptures declare, Wee may know alfo,it vvee vvill how greate 
authority Chriſt bath giuen ynto his , eſpetiallie vnto Kings and 
States to take from Rowe, and the Beaſt therre vyealth, and not 
only toeate her tl:ſh, but alſo the fleſh of her freinds Reuel. 19, 
17. and that vyerrie iwwſtly ; becaute many of our Brethren haue 
beene by them led capriue 2nd itla:ne : for as the Lord vyould 
haue the deedes of -Ameleck remembred,and recompenſed Exod, 
17.14, and 1.Sam,15. fo he fairh concerning theeſe men , 1f any 
man haue an eare let him heare. He that le:1deth into captinitie, ſhall 
ve into captumtie : He that lilleth with the (word, muſt be killed with 
the ſword. And therefore though they haue no aucoritie to take 
from the folloy vers of Chriſt ; yet they vyhich are Chrifts , ought 
to doe his commandements againſt thoſe his enemies; and vyhe- 
ther theeſe things can be donne yvithour lofſe to any ſaue Rome 
only , as alſo vyhether they that haue power ſhould feare ro doe 
his commandements , and what it is to haue communion yvith fo 
greate enemies , the props of the Whore and Antichriſt, as 
2,Cor, 
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2, Corinth, 6, 14, Deuter. 7. vyhart it is to ſtand afarre off, 
and not to hohr vnder Chrifts S:ardart, let any true Chrif- 
tian indge , ſeeing as a greate Prelare faide in a like caſe, 


2 Thts cauſe ts of that kinde wherein when a man gathereth not with 4 Epiſe. Win- 
ton. Torturd 


Chri#t, he ſcatereth with Christs ad:er{arie , where vnleſſe one deliner 
the fanh,neither ſhall he delizer his Soule, Allo, Now when the com. 
70n cauſe is brought into d1nger,let noe man be a ſpettatour,but enerie 
one an attout : aud where the cauſe of all mn ts haadled,t here with all 
power and labour , with all ſtuddie and indeauonr to ſkirmiſh ſtoutly * 
for it, «And herein in what low ſtate ſo:uer a man be , yet let him be 
a Chriftianv. The caule of religion is in danger ; and if they that 
profelle the ſame religion helpe not, what religion the while is 
there in them? The name R-/:g10n commeth of a word that ſigni. 
fieth to binde, and it is a fpirituall bond , whereby the men of 
each profeſſion are bound one vnto another , and knit faſt roge- 
ther 1n faith and lone, as one body, In the true religion they are 
knir together ynder Chriſt, and are both bound vnto him theire 
head,and alſo vnto one another, as true members of the ſame bo-' 
dy. Is any member then of Chrifts body in danger , and will not 
all rhe reſt helpe? He that will not helpe is he a member? doth he 
not cut himſelte off from the body,if he ſtand like a newter*when 


1abeſh Gilead was in danger , and the enemie ſouyut þ, to /ay zt for b1.Sam. 11, 
a reproch ypon all Iſraell ; the feare of the Lord fell on the people , and **7* 


they came ont as one m44- : as one body ; euery man ſhewed him- 
ſelfe a rrue member : there vvas true Religion, As therefore 
Chriſt counted himſelfe touched vyhen his members vyere tou- 
ched AQ, 9. 4. ſooughtit to be amonge the members of his bo- 
dy , vvho vyhen one is in danger ſhould all make it theire oyyne 


caſe, and helpe vyhat they can. © Pure rel/:7i0n and vndefiled before © lam. 1.27e 


D 


God is this , to helpe the diſtreiſed in theire affi:&tionm, True Pro- 
teftants are novv the f{ 2-1! of God ; the diners Nations, are but 
as the ſeuerall tribes ; they ſhould be all knit together ynder one 
head, viz, vnder Chrift, and that ro fight againſt Antichrift, yvho 
now raigneth, Is any member then in danger, and yvill not all 
the reft helpe ? he that can helpe and will not, is he a member? 
I;ſhaa doth greately praiſe the Rexbenites,and the Gadzres,and the 


hatfe tribe of Manaſſeh , when he ſaith to them , 4 Te hame not left d Toſh, 22.1, 


youre Brethren theeſe many dayes ynto this day , but hane kept the 3* 
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charge of the commandement of the Lord youre God, There are ma- 
ny who call themſelues Proteſtants ; and yet how few that truly 
delire this praile by proteſting ſincerely againſt the Beaſt, and his 
members , who beare his marke , and tight ſtoutely for him, and 
for one another?The Kings of the earth band themſelues,and the ru- 


pfas.2., ; 
le;s take connſell together againſt the Lord and againſt his eAnoimed, 
Doe thoſe who profeſle themlelucs Seruants of Chriſt , doe as 
Lg © uch for Chriſt,and for one another? as yet they haue not, Chriſt 
«10.9, 


faith , The children of this world are in theire generation wiſer then the 
children of light, T would to God they were not alſo more zealous 
and bold for theire Maiſter. Doe wee not ſee what miſcheife the 
freinds of Antichriſt daily put in practiſe againſt the Seruants of 
Chriſt, and how the Pope approues of theeſe deedes ? And how 
longe they who bauc the marke of the Beaſt, are gouerned by the 
Pope , and led by the Iefuits are to be truſted in any thinge that 
they preted, I hartely with that they would judge whome it moſt 
of all concerneth. In the meane time wee muſt pray as Pſal. 74. 
plat. 74: 29+ Hae refpett vnto the conenant, : for the darke places of the earth are 
full of the habitations of crneltie. And as I{a,63.& 15.to chap.6F, 
Oar adgerſary the Deuill, who allwavcs goes aboute like a roaring 
Lion, ſecking whome he may denonre , without all doubt labours {o 
much the more when be knowes that he bath but a litle time for 
the Beaſt, and Whore and Dragons, He will labour to haue his 
Agents inall Courts and Kingdoms,that they may by all the pre- 
texts, Projects and deuiſes that may be inucnted make fome fight 
openly , and others worke ſecretly for the Beaſt and Whore ; but 
eſpetially that they may vnder colour of wiſdom , keepe ſuch as 
are beſt able from aiding theire brethren , or ghting apainſt the 
\V hore and her props;that fo noe man of power may ſecke to ful- 
ll Gods will in aiding the Church,or ruinating the Kingdom of 
the Beaſt, but rather torſake the Spouſe of Chriſt , and leaue her. 
members in danger of the aduerſaries; rhat ſo Papifts may by de- 
grees recouer or deſtroy all. To this ende,he will labour yvhat he 
can to pet aduantage out of all diſpoſitions and affe&ions ; as of 
old out of the diſpoſition and affe&ion of Ahbaſwerus , a Kinge 
benigne , munificent , credulous, voide of ſuſpition, greately lo- 
ueing & truſting his Seruants. The deuill therefore labours that 
Haman might be in grace : becauſe he knew that no man would 
contradict 
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contradid bim that ſhould be moſt in fauour with the Kinge, but 
rather that euerie one would be readie to flatter himin all things 
whatſoever he goes aboute; and that therefore he might make 


. the Kinge belecue thar his beſt {ubieRs the Iewes,were the Kings 
_ greateſt enemies ; and that to this ende, that whereas at that time 


God was aboute to do ſome good for his pecplg the Iewes then in 
captiuity, he might by this Zaman wholly deſtroy the Iewes, and 
{o not only fruſtrate Gods benignitie, and the reſtauration of rrue 
religion ; but alſo by this meanes wholly deſtroy the Kinge, by 
cauſeing that for his injuſtice and crueltie God might be his 


enemie. Neuertheleſſlg Haman vied a pretext , ſaying , 4t 75 not Eſther. 8.3. 


for the Kings profſit , or honour , to ſuffer them : as it he ſhould fay, 
they are againſt the Kings prerogatiue ; for he ſaith, rheire lawes 
are diners from all people , neither keepe they the Kings lawes ;, (lo 
others pretend Ezra.q.12. Dan.z. chap.6.13.)yea Haman pre- 
trends that the ſlaughter would be yerrie proffitable to the Kinge; 


whereas on the contrarie, if they had beene ſold for bondme & bond- chap, », 4, 


women, the enemie could not connteruaile the Kings damage;10 good 
Subiects were they , and proffitable ro the Xmge ; neuertheleſfe 
by this meanes he had preuailed with the Kinge , if God had not 
turned it : ſo powerfull was the man whome the Kinge did to 
much loue; and that the Deuill knew well enough; and that ther. 
fore be vvas an inſtrument the fitter for ſuch a worke ; although 
indeede his life was moſt dangerovs, 8 his death moſt proffitable 


tothe Kinge,according to that ; Take away the wicked from before Tre, 25,5, 


the Kinge , and his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed : as if he ſhould lay, 
otherwiſe it ſtands in danger. As Rehoboam found, yyho yvas led 
by the counfell of the yvicked younge men to ſpeake roughly to the 
people, The Deuill knew yvel enough that the ſtrength of the 
King,did vnder God, moſt of all cofiſt in the loue of the people; 
vvbo yyhen they loue , and are loued yvill giue theire ſubſtance 
and lines for him : the Deuill therefore fought to alienate the 
heart of the Kinge from the people , and thereby the heart of the 
people from the Kinpe ; that ſo the Kingdom diuided in it felfe 
might not ſtand , but might lie open to Gaikon , and thereby to 
the Gentiles, and fo that by that meanes the true Religion might 
alſo bequite put out, And wee may be ſure that he hath now ſo 


laboured & ſtil] will to doe the like againftreligion in Proteſtant 


Kingdoms & States, Fo SO 


1.King. 12, 
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Eare.4a So alſo when God was aboute ta reedifie the Citie & Temple, 
Nevem. 2. the Diuell raiſed vp {corners and flanderers againſt the builders, 
chap.4. and that they might hinder the worke. And when Joſhua was aboute 
4=.xY 3.1, 4 good worke,! Satan ſtood at his right hand to hinder him.So when 
m1ud.1 3.5. God vvas ® aboute to deliner Iſrael by Sampſon; the Deuill and the 
Philiſtixs railed vp a Delilah to hiaer him. And his induftrie is 

indeede alwayes lo greate,that vyho can looke for better fro him 

in theeſe times ? Huwſoeucr wee fee what Antichriſt doth daily 

practiſe againft Chrift,& the eat are bis; how allo he keepes the 

people in þlindnefle , and hinders the true preaching 8 obedicce | 

of Gods Word,& therein Chriſts raigne;yea how the cauſe of the 

Goſpel doth enery where ſeeme to go backwards,6 the cauſe of 

Rome to waxeluftie:yet few are moued to ſecke a right remedie, 

They whoare outwardly Proteſtits, inwardly Papiſts,they delire 
toregificall things, & vnder pretext of greate zeaic & wiſdom, 

they till ſeeke ſuch an excelent remedy as ſhall in ſh-w promiſe 

oreate redrefle , yet ſhall indeede come to no ende , but ſpend in 

yaine time , treaſure and labour, giue the Papiſts opportuintie of 

enlarging theire bounds , make proteſtants be glad of peace on 

hard conditions, & bringe the proteſtant cauſe intoa muchworſe 

ſtate; this beeing brought aboure, the appeares what was indeede 

the drift of theire deſignes, They that are lukewarme , and ſeeke 

theire owne , not that which is Chriſts, theeſe are willing to con- 

niue;they will not contradict the former,but ſcrue the times what 

euer they be ; others haue a delire to ſpeake,but there is no place 

for them amonge Princes ; others haue both place and will, but 
nHeſt.4.14. they are affraide ; to ſuch a one the holy Ghoſt faith ; n If thow al- 
together holdeSt thy peace at this time,then ſhall there enlargement and 
delinerance ariſe 10 the people of God from another place , but thou and 

they Fathers howſe ſhall be defFraied, How greate is the coldnes? 

but why doe wee wonder ? when as ir ſeemeth in the time of 

greareſt danger, the coldnefſe ſhould be ſo greate,that the Anggll 

ftanding in the Synne , ſhould haue ucede to cre with 4 lende voice: 

as if men feared whether they might for Chriſts cauſe hurt his 

enemies ; peraduenture not allowing tie caule of Religion to be 

a ſuificient cauſe of warre, although rhe aduerſaries neither haue 

beene , nor are ſo ſcrupulous; and God harh ſaide of the. Whore, 

ſerne her,as ſhe hath ſerued you; peraduenture pretending _ = 

| | Ut Ttls 
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if this yvere granted , the adverſaries vvould alſo openly fay the 
fame things tor theroſelues; (the Diuell, the Pope & rapiſts vvill 
deiire at:d indeauour that vvee may alvvayes be of that minde, 
that in the mean time,they who are otherwiſe affe&ted may pre- 
nai{e cuer vs all : ) bur in the meane while thecle men , who pro» 
feſe rhemfelucs Proteſtants are vuwilling to ſee that warre vn- 
dertaken as matters ſtand ar this day buth with our brethren, with 
the fairh it ſe}fe,yea & with our ſelues alſo, might rather be called 


defenſiue * and preuentiue then offenſ1ue;the zeale and Teluired *S. Francis 
Bacon Lo. 
Verulamhis 
| ; | : -»* Con/rderatios 
our ſceming proteſtits,to matke & palliate thejre owne trecherie Touching 4 
| warre with - 
Spaine, 


Spirits of the aduerſaries giueing all proteſtant Princes 6 States, 
ſoe inſt caule of fearc and preuenting care. Neuerthelefle when 


in rgigion , of ar leaſt ro couer theire owne Iukewarmencs and 
cowardile, call this warre ignominious and the per{wafton there- 
unto a icſuiticall do&rine, they doe not, or wil not ſee, that this 
is to condeinne thoſe noble Kings and theire acts, who ſball make 
the whore deſolate and naked , and burne her wirh fire; Is not 
that a warre vndertaken for religion {ake,and for Chrifts cauſe? 
Let them therefore remember that there is greate difference, 
betweene thoſe who are of the true religion , and thofe who only 
affirme , or thinke themſelues to be ſuch , betweene thoſe who 
know thar they ſhall fight againſt the enemies of Chriſt , and 
thoſe who only pretend , or imagin this thinge ; berweene thoſe 
vyho are moued to yvarre for the Popes , and Church of 
Romes ſake, and thoſe vyho are moued thereto , for Chriſts 
and theire owne ſafeties ſake ; betweene thoſe who receiue the 
marke of the Beaſt , haue his name : for it feemes in theire mea- 
ninz tneire Armies are called Catnolick Armies , and rhemſelues 
Catholicks, taat 1s vniucrſals of theire ruler the Pope, who is cal= 
ted the Carhoiick or Vniuerfall Biſhop ; in many things Chriſt 
beareth zo rule over them, therefore they are not called by his 
name , at leaſt not rightly : yea betweene them that murther the 
Seruants of Chriſt , and rhoſe who beare the marke of the liueing 
God, follow and obey him by rooting out his enemies to the 


+ glorie of God, and rhe libertie of the Chnrch ; laſtly berweene 


them who are hereto allured by the Beaſt and falſe Prophet , and 


gathered together by the ſpirits of Deuils, working myracles; : 


and thule who are commanded of God concerning the whore 


ſitting 


Tſa,63.19, 
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ay on many waters; Reward her,as ſhe hath rewarded you, double 

vnto her double, &c. And if this be as Deut. 7. yer Chriſt who is 

pRey.1g. Theire leader doth P in righteouſnes indge and mike warre ; they 

11-14 arenobetterto him then cananites : and his Seruants follow him 

ypon wh:e horſes , clothed in fine linnen white, and c/eaue, The 

blood therefore of theele his cnemies doth not defile them, Nei- 

ther can any oucrcome him who ouercommeth the Kings,becauſe 

qchep.17, he is1the Lord oof Lords, and Kinge of Kings, and they that are with 

him are called & choſen,and faithful. There is theretore no danger 

or cauſe why theeſe Seruants of Chriſt ſhould feare to fight , leaſt 

they (hould be yanquiſbed in warre, ſeeing vnto them the Lord 

*Rex.16. ro Dath* aſſured victoric,and to theire aduerfaries deſtruction, He 

chap.17.14-. that hath promiſed this thinge is theire Leader , and Che is called 

we _ Faithfull and true, He will lurely doit, Wec haue his word for 

Res Fl" this thinge. And c if wee beleewe not , yet he abideth faithfull , he can 
t2.Tim.2. not denie himſelfe. 

__ Thoſe greate Searchers therefore that weigh the power of the 

aduerſaries by the ſtrength of theire humane To and polecies, 

(wherein indeede they ſceme to exceede vs ) are like the tenne 

that ſcarched Canaan,who diſhartened the people with a relation 

of the enemies ſtrength ; fo farre arc they from Calebs faith and 

uNum.13, Courage,who ſaw as much, and yet aide, , let vs goe vp at once and 

28, poſeſſe it, For though as Moſes often laide , they were ſeauen na- 

tcons greater and mightier then Iſrael, yet he knew that God had 

aflured deſtru&ion to them,and victorie to his people. Such men 

wRea.21.3. therefore may doe well to remCber what Chriſt ſaith , the feare- 

full and vnbeleening ſhall haue theire part in the lake, They conſider 

not that God doth commonly tor his greater glorie ouercome the 

reateſt enemics by a power weaker in all humane reafon then 

xJoe! 3.19. themſelues. * Beate therefore youre plow ſhares into ſwords, & youre 

pruning hookes into ſpeares , let the weake ſay I am ſtronge , as the 

Prophet willeth ; and letno man withhold them from this warre, 

fearing leſt they ſhould be defiled with blood , or thinking the 

iſT1e will be doubtfull, and that therefore it would be better to 

perſwade to peace;which yer when he moſt would, he ſhall hardly 

Jonge obtaine from them that are gouerned by the Pope. How- 

* 7o/ih. ift. ſocuer (as Polibius ſaith) * 1f peace be inſt and hone#F,it is a worthy 

15.4. p.300 poſſeſſron and me#t profitable ; hb if it be diſhonowrable and baſe, p 5 
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of all things moFF ſhamefull & pernitious, Now if wee conſider how 
thecaſe hath ſtood, and yet doth with our brethren the followers 
of Truth, yea and with the Truth it felfe , wee will then graunt 


what one proueth : viz. that the true Seriznts of God ave tn there g, Hall.Con. 
places, when they are in oppoſition to his enemies. Profeſſion of hoſtility temp. on Da- 


becomes them better then leanges of amity. And indeede while Pro- 
teſtants ſeeke , or take peace of the Souldiers of Azntichrift , they 
both make rhem rhinke it is fearo of theirc ſtrength , and alfo lo 
pufte them yp with conceite thereof, that as time ferues they will 
be the more delirous of warre , and all occaſions thereof, Yea, it 
cauſeth that while ſuch a peace laſteth , they will nut ccate ro en- 
croach , demaund , and obtaine either by tlatteries or threats, till 
they may by peace get more to themſelucs and theire religion, 
then they could haue donne by warre,, Nor 1s it likely, that luch - 
will longer hold it, then theire aduantage increaſeth therein. 
Neither is it alwaies {ſufficient before God to ſay wee deſire 
peace;eſpetiallie where it is quarrell enough againf the that they 
haue the marke of the Beaſt , are the Souldiers of Antichriſt , and 
members of the greate whore, whoſe deſtruction is commanded. 


For as a famous Diuine ſaith, He that calls himſelfe the God of g, 1501 06. 
peace proclaims himſelfe the God of hots : and not to fight where he temp. on the 
hath commanded is to breake the peace with God, whiles wee nouriſh it 6veonues, 


with men, And who euer got by angring him to pleaſe others? 
or by looſing bis fauour to get the momentarie , and yncertaine 
freind{hip of others ? vncertaine I call it, becauſe God that hath 
iniurie thereby may therefore ſuffer it to be turned into deceite, 
hatred, and greater damage. That which men doe yniuſtly to 
preuent an euill , though it ſeeme yo polecie , is by Gods iuft 
iudgement often turned into a caule that bringes, the ſame euill 
ypon them, as appeareth Gen.rz.4. Ia, 30-1.2.3, Toh.11.48. 
I know that in many places,cauſes 8 times that place may verrie 


well be alleadged; f it be poſſible as much as in you lieth,line peacea= gg, ,,, 


bly with all men. But when God would that the whore ſhonld be 
burned , and that the ſeauen Angels haue begunne to powre out 
theire vials full of the wrath of God ; yea when theeſe things are 
alreadie in theire progretle, who is there, who if he be a true Pro- 
teſtant, and Seruant of Chriſt will ſay that this,or the like place is 
congruently alleadged , betweene free Princes of fo contrarie 

G Religions? 
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Religions ? to hearken is at that time better then ſacrifice , and 
Chriſt to be heard, Mar. 16.24.25.25. Ioh. 12. If any man ſerue 
Joh. 12, 25. me, let hims follow me , and where 1 am there ſhall alſo my Sernant be. 
$6, If in warre,then with him, if in peace, then with him. When d'. 
uers Kingdomes forſooke the Beaſt and where, to follow the 
Word, it was aide, The Kingdoms of-this world are become the 
Rew.11. AMKingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, Since that time Chriſt, 
and they that follow him haue continually {kirmiſhed apainft 
* Antichriſt and his followers , and ſhould continue ſo doeing , till 
"YT Rome and Antichriſt ſhould be deſtroyed,as is ſhewed Reuel, 14. 
' 5 chap. 1 5.chap.16. &c. And will Princes and States then that are 
his Leiftenants ſufter the Beaſt and his to recouer or ſpoile any of 
theele Kingdoms , either by force or fraude ? ſurely if they doe, 
thoſe Princes will condemne them, who with all theire might de- 
fend and extend rhe dominion of Antichriſt: and fo will they alſo 
who art the Popes becke led greate Armies to recouer Paleſtina: 
and that though God in Scripture require no ſuch thinge, bur ra» 
ther ſhewes that it ſhall lie vnder the curſe till the reſtaurarion 
Ren. 11.15. of the Iewes: whereas he ſaith the contrarie of theele Kingdoms, . 

And yet the Ieſuits, Preiſts and other Papiſts goe aboute with 
the firebrands of errour and ſedition , that like S.:mpſons foxes 
they may ar leaſt ſpoile rhecſe vines & garnar.es which are Gods, 
and not,as his foxes did,the enemies. Now they that are in authos 
4cas, 8, 11, Fity may know if they will that Chriſt our 4Se/omon had a vmeard, 
he let it out vnto keepers ; and that therefore they ſhould rhinke 
chap. 2. 15. of that,® Take ys the foxes, the litle foxes that ſpoiie the vines. E\pe- 
tially ſeeing theire cunning Preiſts are ſuch as the wonderwor- 
E0eve. 13.8. king dreamer,and falſe Prophet,of whome God faith,'Thow ſhalt 
9. and chap. not conſent vnto him,nor hearken unto hiza,neuher ſhall thine eye pitie 
17-7 him, neither ſhalt thou conceale him. But thou ſhalt ſurely kill him, 
g Num. 25, 8 Vexe the adianites,and ſmite them for they trouble yors with theire 
16. wiles: h ] would they were cut off that trouble youw.For theele indeede 
h Gel.5+12+ re the riners and fountaines , through which the waters of errour, 
which come from the Romiſh Sea , are conueicd into euecry cor- 
ner of the Land to the deſtruction of Soules. 'Theele fountaines 
and riuers are alſ{o,as it were the dougs, by which that Sea is nou- 
F.. riſhed,as they by it, And indeede theeſe are they that venture to 
"i Of _conuey floods of thoſe waters of errour and treaſon into _ 
"ht bu | Lands 
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Lands where Poperie is thruft out , hopeing thereby to bringe 
people backe from the obedience of theire Princes , and indeede 
of Chriſt himſelfe ynto the obedience of the Pope theire Maiſter, 
For which they haue beene juſtly puniſhed with death, as is ſigni- 
fied Reu.16, The third eAngel powred ont h#s yiall ypon the riners 
a :d formntaines of waters,and they became blood, Which viall vras in= 
deede powred our aboure the yeare 158 r.whenin Eng/and,it was 
ordained by publick authoritie , that all rhey tnar ſhould indea- 
uour by any meanes to draw rhe mindes of the ſubie&s from 
theire obedience toward theire lawfull and naturall Prince to the 
Pope, or for that purpoſe ſhould draw them to theire religion, 
ſhould be pur to death as traitors : the good example of which 
Edi& was in ſome meaſure foflowed againſt the Teluits in other 
Kingdoms. And queſtionlefle this is that which is 1gnified by that 
viall. For indeede herein the Lord gaue them blood to drinke; 
becauſe they that brought thecſe waters of Rowe, brought them 
with the danger of theirec lines; and therefore they were not only 
turned to blood to thoſe that ſent them , nor only to blood in 
themſelues beeing apprehend2d ; bur allo if they eſcaped a while 
to conuey them, they were alfo turned into blood to thoſe that re- 
ceiued them, as D.1u:d laide, of the water of Bethlehem, which the 
three mightie men terched him through the ho#t of the Philiſnes; 15 
not this the blood of the men that went. in Teopardie of theire lines? 
Thus the righteous God gaue the Preifts , and Icfuits blood ro 
drinke, who as wee know haue cauſed many good Chriſtians to 
be killed by the Inquitition , and by animating Popiſh Princes 
to make warre againſt Proteſtants. This is that therefore yyhich 
the Angell of the waters faith there, T how art righteous, 0 LORD, 
which art , and wa#t and ſhall be , becauſe thou haſt iudged this : for 
they haue ſhed the blood of Saints and Prophets , and thou ha#t ginen 
them blood to drinke, for they are worthy. If Gods Word ſay they be 
worthy , vvhart Chriſtian vvill pleade for them that ſuch lavves 
ſhould nor be exccured on them ? Will they doe the like by vs? 
And therfore they who profeſſe themſelues Proteſtants, ſhould 
methinkes take heede , that they doe not ſo much as thinke that 
Kinde of 1uſtice to haue beene to leuere, and eſpetiallie that they 
diffwrade not from the execution of ſuch lawes, nor giue reaſons 


againſt chem , leaſt they be thereby tound ro heipe the Beaſt, yea. 
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ro charge God of iniuſtice , and euen to diſpute againſt the holy 
Ghoſt , who by the Angell faith, they are worthy. Which that no 
man might once doubt S. 7ohs ſaith there , F heard another out of 
the Altar ſay, Een ſo Lord God Aimightie,true and righteous are thy 
indgements. Thus then at leaſt the Romiſh Clergie are worthy, 
And the reſt haue the name and marke of the Beaſt. Many of them 
hight his battailes,and hauc fought our deſtruftis; yea haue ſlaine 
many of our Brethren , and led many into captiuitie, as was forc= 
ſhewed Reuel, 13. 10. therefore that ſhould be heard , and re- 
membred which God there ſaith concerning euerie one of them, 


Ren. 13+ 19+ He that leadeth into captinitie ſball goe into captimitie : he that killeth 


with the ſword muſt be killed with the ſword. And indeede the grea. 
ter part of them haue wiſhed our deſtruction,or {ubiection by the 
{word , if not contributed to the effeQing thereof ; and thereby 
haue both made themlſclues guiltic, and alſo giaen vs affured 
teſtimonie that this Scripture muſt ſhortlie be fulfilled in requi- 
tall of thoſe ſlaughters, and other diſaſters wrought by them, And 
all of them are members of that greate Whore , which fitteth on 
many waters, and therefore are ſuch as thoſe of whome it is ſaide, 


Dent.'2.3. 6. Thou ſhalt not ſceke theire peace,nor theire good all thy dayes for eucr, 


Reau.18.6, 


God hath ſaide of the W hore fitting on many ware $, Reward her 
as ſhe hath rewarded you , and donble vmo her double accord:ng to her 
workes: in the cup which ſhe hath filled, fill ro her double , cc. and 
though he hath bereby principally deſigned the Citie of Rowe; 
yet the Citie, or Woman is allo to be contidered as (be fitreth on 
many waters , which are peopics, and multitudes and Nations. For 
whereas it is faide, The tenth part of the Cute fell ; he doth not 
meane of Rozxe, as ſhe fitteth on feauen mountaines, but oz m2anie 
waters,From thoſe daycs,or rather from the time when the Kinp- 
doms of this World are become the Kingdoms of o#r Lord, and 
of his Chriſt ; the Whore and Antichriſt with her haue beene as a 
rotten,or ruinous howſe ready to fall. 

Burt the Ieſuits & Preiſts haue obteined greate props to vphold 
her ; which indeede are greate Kings , and Princes eſperially the 
Kinge of Spaine ; and howſe ef Axſtria: Now that Proteſtant 
Prince which ſecketh to weaken theeſe props , and pillars by an 
honourable warre, (as of late that noble Quecne El:Zabeth did) he 

without 
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without donbt doth a worke verrie acceptable to God,as tending 
to the Ruin of Kowe and of Antichriſt , who otherwile can not be 
ouerthrowen : but if he ſpare the props , or ſtrengthen them, 
although he vainely hope thereby to ſtrengthen himlelfe (as they 
did Ifai, 30. 2.) amonge whome will Chriſt our Captaine , and 
Tudge finde him ? ſeeing he ſaith, He that 75 not with me is againſt, _, ., 
me , and he that gathereth not wuh me ſcattereth ; and as e1nguſtine np 
ſaith, Nec et vil: vilzs medins locrs, vt poſſet eſſe niſi cum Diabolo, _ de 
qui non eſt cum Chrisfo, Neither 1s there any midle place for an mn TY 
man , that he can be with any other then the Dwell , who is not with 
Chriſt, Wee muſt not therefore doe ſuch a thinge vnder the wil- 
full hope of docing God the better ſeruice, as to his exceeding 
lofſe Saxl did 1. Sam.1y, and likewiſe ethab r.King.20.28.42., 
ſo dangerous a thinge it is for a man to make himlelfe wiſer then 
God, It is not therefore {o {wall a matter toncglect the comman- 
dement of God , and all the goud that may come of this obe- 
dience, ynder eueric pretence, 
Bur peraduenture they who are otherwiſe affe&ed will ſay , if 
to neglect chis cauſe may be imputed ro ſome for a faulr ; neuer. 
thelefle there is no fnch danger in ir,if wee remember that Chriſt 


died for Sinners. Saint Pax will anſwer them, That he died for all, 2.C09.$.18, 


that they which line , ſhould not henceforth line vnto themſelnes , but 

onto him which died for them, and roſe againe; and that muſt needes 

be, that as they ſhould therefore liue voro him in other things, fo 

in this allo ; elverially in {uch times as theeſe , when the inturies 

donne vnto the Church, and cuen ro the Truth himſelfe,ſeeme to 

require it of all that any way can giue helpe. Wee muſt not 

thinke that the members of Chriſt , who profefſe and follow the 

Truth muſt alwaies ſuffer vnder Antichriſt, and his adherents; 

much letle Chriſt himſelte, who is the Truth, For as wee may lee 

Chriſt did many yeares agoe begin to conquer, when the zenth ap.z1.1 3, 
part of the citie fell , and the exerlaſting Gosþell was alreadie 
begunne to be preached. For of thoſe times it is ſaide , feare 

God, ar.d gine glory to him , for the howre of h1s undgement 1s come; Ret. 14.6, 
If it were come then in the time of Luther and Caluin, how much 

more in theeſe our dayes who liue ſo many yeares after them? 

Let noe man now put off the time of indgmet,ſceing allo of thoſe 

times it js ſaide for Gods honour,our comfort and theire terrour, 


G 3 Thou 


verſ[.1 9. 


* ſee chap. 
15.5.6. 


Toh, 18.36. 
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Thou haſt taken vnto thee thy greate power , and haſt raigned, «And 


the nations were angry,and thy w-aih 15 come,and the time of the dead 
that they ſhould be waxed, ( or renenged ) and that thou ſhouldeFt 
gine reward vnto thy Seruants the Prophets, and to the S.iints, and to 
them that feare thy name, ſmall,and greate, and ſhouldFt deXFroy them 
which deſtroy (or corrupt) the earth, Then tbe Tempe of God was 
opened; and the ſeauen Angels come our with their vials full of 
the wrath of God, as is ſhewed chap.1y. where * you may ſee 
that he commeth againe to this verrie time of the Temples ope=- 


ning,(mencioned chap. 1.) ſhew what ſhould preſently follow; 


and that the iudging and deſtroying mencioned chap. xr. 18. is 
meant of theeſe _— vials fill of the wrath of God , and which 
are the laft plauges inflicted on Antichriſt and his followers , and 
other wicked men : and conſequently that from char time for- 
ward , Chriſt doth maintaine warre againſt the whore, and Anti- 
chriſt; and that not ſpiritually only , by the word, but euen vvith 
the verrie ſyyords of Princes , as may appeare from chap. 16, in 
diuers of thoſe ſeauen plauges , alfoctap.17. verſ.16. vvhere the 
Kings deſtroie Rowe, vyhich muſt needes be one of the 7 plauges, 
becauſe theeſe ſeauen are the laſt plauges : it hath therefore ſee- 
meth to many to be the fifr , becauſe that is poured on the throne 
or ſeate of the Beaſt, vyhich is Rome ; and yer the vyarre is ſtill 
continued,chap.rg. vyhere vvee ſee that the armies called againſt 
Antichriſt are ſaide to follow Chriſt , vvho is theire Leader, or 
Generall, | 

Is he then in the feild, and are vyee affraide to folloyy him? or 
doe vvee thinke that all the vyarre is for a Kingdom not vvorth 
the labour? or vyherethe Generall beeing vi&tour doth divide no 
{poile amonge his folloyyers 2 If it vyere fo; yer methinkes vyhen 
Chriſt Iefus is rhe Gezerall,there ſhould vvant no folloy vers, The 


| Popes Kingdom is of this vvorld, and therefore his follovyers 


fight for him,becauſc he giues them temporall revyards,and pro- 
miſes ſpiriruall , though indeede he can not performe promiſe, 
Chrifts Kingdom is not of this vrorld , rherefore men fight not 
for him; as he ſaith , My Kingdom is not of this world : if my King=- 
dom were of this world, then won!d my Seruants fight. This he ſpake 
vyhen he yyas to ſuffer, and did nor defire that any ſhould fight 
toreſcue him, But novy (as you haue ſcene ) he is toſubdue 
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enemics by the ſword,and therefore loukes for followers to fight, 

thuugh bis Kingdom be not of this World, Yet beſides {pirituall 

hunours and bleſſings , our Sauiour and Generall offers greatc 
remporalites to his followers , vyhen he faith, they ſhall eate her x, ,, 16, 
fleſh; that is indeede her riches and reuenues : and againe, Come 

and gather yonre ſelues together wvn:o the ſupper of the greate God m -_y 
(viz.vntoa feaſt, that he ſhould make rhem,as Ila.25,9.) That ye 

may eate the fleſh of Kings, and the fl:ſh of Captaines, and the fleſh of 


mightie men; Cc. that is indeede to take rheire riches, poſeſhons 


nd revenues. Howloeucr; the time beeing come, it will not ſuf- 


fice to ſay, vyce are like to haue no pay; or vvee haue not yet had 

any ſuch ſpeciall commandement ro goe foorth. For vyithoutr Rev. 18.1. 

doubt thoſe places of an® -1ngel deſcending from heauen,of a b yoice þ _ 

from heauen;of an© Angell ſtanding in the Sunne,are not to be taken © Chap. 14. 

literallie: bur in thoſe places is ſ1gnified the voice of God in ſome 

Princes, Miniſters, or others ſtanding in the light and confidence 

of the truth : to theeſe other Seruants of Chriſt hearken, and are 

hereby ſaide, 4 to follow the Lambe witherſoener he goeth ; and tobe * 

truly © called, and choſen and faithſull, The Pap:ſts boldly be + de Ras 

teach that, * Z:ce: precepiom Prelati ſit irrationale , & pro tale me-, _ par. 2. 

rito quandque haberi poteS$t, tenetur tamen ſubditus illud obſeruare: A 

though the commandement of the ſuperiour be vnreaſonable,and Scorum, & 

may well enough be thought to be ſo , yet the inferiour is bound ng cont.20 

to obey it : that men are bound , Pape ſententiam exequi , to put -— af 

the Popes ſentence in execution, And ſo wee perceiue the Jeſuits Parcl. de po- 

and Pre.its ro go foorth, perſwading Princes & people by diuers feſt. P <A 

mcanes to roote out the Proteſtants ; and wee ſee them labouring **' -n 

whar they canto do oe; lo truly dothey worſhip the beaſt , and 

his Image: and ſhall they then that areChriſts,and pretend to loue 

him, be more afraide to doe the commandements of God in roo- 

ting out them? eſperially ſeeing that harlot is the common de- 

ſtruQion of ſoules. Theres no feare in loxe , but perfett lone caſteth 1,Joh.q. 18, 

out fe.re: he that feareth is not made perfett in loue. W by then ſhould 

they feare ? Doe they thinke that Chriſt will without theire la- 

bour reuenge them ? he can indeede , bur his purpoſe is not fo to 

doe, ſeeing he ſaith to them of the whore, which fitteth on many 

waters, Reward her, as ſhe hath rewarded you, fill her double,&c. AS Reg.18. 

of old he ſaide , YVexe the Midianites, and ſmite them : for they yexe Num,25.15 
6 ;. | | you with 


dChap.17, 
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' 166.13. 19, Jo with theire wiles, And as he faith, If ye know theeſe things, happy 
"* are ye, if ye do them, O daughter of Babylon who art to be aeR-oyed: 
WB 7ſe.137. 4 ſhall he be that rewardeth thee as thou haſt ſerued vs, But as 
+ 70h.14. 24. heſaith, He that loueth me not keperh nor my ſayings, If therefore 

' theeſe things be nor donne , let ys nor !aie the fault on God ; but 
7fal.68: 4.5 rather ſay vnto him , as pla.6o, Thou haſt ginen a banner to them 

that feare thee, that it may be d.jþlaied becauſe of the truth, That thy 
*pſa, 68.r, beloned may be delinered, * Let God arife, let his enemies be ſcattered, 
The coke is here,as Pſa.110, The people ſhalbe willing in the day 
Pſa. 110.3. of thy power, Faithfull is he that hath promiſed , who will alſo doe it 
And though wee haue nor beleeued,yet he abideth fazrhfull,he can 
not denie himſelfe. Theeſe things are indeede to. be more eſpe- 
tiallie conſidered in theeſe laſt times ofAntichriſt, whercin wee ſee 
or heare that our brethren haue beene in many places led captiue 
Rexg13.1o, Andilaine,as was propheſied Reu.r 3.10. and that therefore 
wee are to expe&t with confidence that recompence 
which for our comfort is there atfured to the ad- 
uerſaries. Here ts the patience , and the 
faith of the Saints, 


2,T111,2.13 
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